L?>-EULER CHARACTERISTICS AND THE THURSTON NORM

STEFAN FRIEDL AND WOLFGANG LUCK

ABSTRACT. We assign to a finite CW-complex and an element in its first
cohomology group a twisted version of the L2-Euler characteristic and study
its main properties. In the case of an irreducible orientable 3-manifold with
empty or toroidal boundary and infinite fundamental group we identify it
with the Thurston norm. We will use the L2-Euler characteristic to address
the problem whether the existence of a map inducing an epimorphism on
fundamental groups implies an inequality of the Thurston norms.

0. INTRODUCTION

0.1. The (p, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic. Let X be a finite connected CW-com-
plex and let p: m (X) — G and ¢: G — Z be group homomorphisms. We say that
(1, ¢) is an L2-acyclic Atiyah pair if the nth L2-Betti number b2 (X; N'(G)) of the
G-covering X — X associated to u vanishes for all n > 0, and G is torsion-free
and satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. (We will discuss the Atiyah Conjecture in
Section . Then one can define by twisting the cellular ZG-chain complex with
the infinite dimensional G-representation ¢*RZ the (u, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic
X (X; i, ) which is an integer. We will not give the precise definition of (, ¢)-
L2-Euler characteristic in the introduction but we refer to Section 2] for details and
a summary of the key properties.

The (i, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic can be employed in many different contexts.
For example it is used by Funke—Kielak [18] to study descending HNN-extensions
of free groups and it is at least implicitly used by the authors and Tillmann [15] to
study one-relator groups.

0.2. The ¢-L?-Euler characteristic of 3-manifolds. In this paper our main
application of the (j, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic lies in the study of 3-manifolds to
which we restrict ourselves in the remainder of the introduction. More precisely,
our main focus will be on the following class of 3-manifolds.

Definition 0.1 (Admissible 3-manifold). A 3-manifolds is called admissible if it is
connected, orientable, and irreducible, its boundary is empty or a disjoint union of
tori, and its fundamental group is infinite.

Let M be an admissible 3-manifold and let ¢: 71 (M) — Z be a group homo-
morphism. Then all the conditions listed in Section [0.1] are satisfied for the triple
(X, idy, (a), @) and the corresponding L?-Euler characteristic x(2)(M;idy, (ar), ¢) is
defined. We denote by z3s(¢) the Thurston norm of ¢ which is loosely speaking
defined as the minimal complexity of a surface dual to ¢. (We recall the precise
definition of the Thurston norm in Section [I}) The following is one of our main
theorems.
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Theorem 0.2 (Equality of (u, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic and the Thurston norm
for universal coverings). Let M # S' x D? be an admissible 3-manifold.
Then we get for any ¢ € HY(M;Z)

XD (M;ide, a1y, 0) = z0(8).

If M is not a closed graph manifold, then Theorem is a direct consequence of
the subsequent Theorem[0.4] together with the fact that in this case the fundamental
groups of M satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture, see Theorem If M is a (closed)
graph manifold Theorem follows from Theorem [2.19

It is also interesting to consider group homomorphisms m (M) — G that are
not the identity. For example in Section [§| we will see that if G is a torsion-free
elementary amenable group, then the (u, ¢)-L>-Euler characteristic x(2 (M; p, ¢) is
basically the same as the degrees of the non-commutative Alexander polynomials
studied by Cochran [6], Harvey [2I] and the first author [12]. In these three papers
it was shown that the degrees of non-commutative Alexander polynomials give
lower bounds on the Thurston norm. The following theorem can be viewed as a
generalization of these results.

Theorem 0.3 (The negative of the (i, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic is a lower bound
for the Thurston norm). Let M # S' x D? be an admissible 3-manifold and let
(u, @) be an L%-acyclic Atiyah-pair.

Then we get

—XB(M;p,6) < zr(dop).

In general the inequality of the above theorem is not an equality. But the
following theorem shows that for any ‘sufficiently large epimorphism’, the inequality
does become an equality.

Theorem 0.4 (Equality of (u, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic and the Thurston norm).
Let M # S' x D? be an admissible 3-manifold which is not a closed graph manifold.
Then there exists a virtually abelian group T' and a factorization

a B
pry: m(M) =T — Hy(M)s := Hi(M)/ tors(H, (M))
of the canonical projection pry;: m (M) — H1(M); into epimorphisms such that
the following holds:
Given a group G satisfying the Atiyah Conjecture, a factorization of a: m — I’

into group homomorphisms ™ - G % T, and a group homomorphism ¢ Hy (M); —
7, the pair (u,¢ o Bov) is an L?-acyclic Atiyah-pair, and we get

X (M;p,poBov) =an(d)

With a little bit of extra effort one can use Theorem [0.4] to show that one can use
epimorphisms onto torsion-free elementary amenable groups to detect the Thurston
norm. Put differently, one can show that the aforementioned non-commutative
Alexander polynomials detect the Thurston norm. We refer to Corollary for
the precise statement.

0.3. Inequality of the Thurston norm. One of the key motivations for devel-
oping the theory of L2-Euler characteristics is the following question by Simon [25),
Problem 1.12].

Question 0.5. Let K and K’ be two knots. If there is an epimorphism from the
knot group of K to the knot group of K', does this imply that the genus of K is
greater than or equal to the genus of K'?

We propose the following conjecture.
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Conjecture 0.6 (Inequality of the Thurston norm). Let f: M — N be a map of
admissible 3-manifolds which is surjective on w1 (N) and induces an isomorphism
for Ho(M;Q) — H,(N;Q) forn > 0.

Then we get for any ¢ € H*(N;R) that

rm(f ) > an(d).

Remark 0.7. (1) In Section [If we will recall that the Thurston norm can be
viewed as a generalization of the knot genus. In particular a proof of Con-
jecture would give an affirmative answer to Simon’s question.

(2) If M and N are closed 3-manifolds, then the conclusion of Conjecture
follows from [19, Corollary 6.18].

(3) The condition on the induced map on rational homology cannot be dropped.
For example, suppose that M = S! x ¥ with ¥ a surface of genus ¢ > 2 with
boundary. Let N be the exterior of a torus knot. Then 71 (V) is generated
by two elements, therefore there exists an epimorphism f,: m1(St x ¥) —
71 (N) which factors through the projection 1 (S x ¥) — 71(X). If ¢ is a
generator of H1(N;Z), then xx(¢) # 0 but it is straightforward to see that
xp(f*¢) = 0. We are grateful to Yi Liu for pointing out this example.

Before we state our main contribution to Conjecture [0.6] we need to recall one
more definition. A group G is called locally indicable if any finitely generated non-
trivial subgroup of G admits an epimorphism onto Z. For example Howie [23]
showed that the fundamental group of any admissible 3-manifold with non-trivial
boundary is locally indicable.

Our main result is Theorem

Theorem 0.8 (Inequality of the Thurston norm). Let f: M — N be a map of
admissible 3-manifolds which is surjective on w1 (N) and induces an isomorphism
fo: Hy(M;Q) — H,(N;Q) for n > 0. Suppose that w1 (N) is residually locally
indicable elementary amenable.

Then we get for any ¢ € H*(N;R) that

em(f79) = xn(d).

By Lemma the fundamental group of any fibered 3-manifold is residually
locally indicable elementary amenable. Thus we have proved Conjecture in
particular in the case that N is fibered. The conclusion of Conjecture [0.6] can be
proved relatively easily for fibered classes in H'(N;R), but it seems to us that if
N is fibered, then there is no immediate reason why the inequality should hold for
non-fibered classes in H'(N;R).

We propose the following

Conjecture 0.9. The fundamental group of any admissible 3-manifold M with
b1 (M) > 1 is residually locally indicable elementary amenable.

A proof of Conjecture [0.9] together with Theorem [0.8] implies Conjecture [0.6] and
in particular an affirmative answer to Simon’s Question [0.5

0.4. The (u,¢)-L*-Euler characteristic and the degree of the L>-torsion
function. We briefly discuss a relation of the (u, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic to the
degree of the L2-torsion function in Section

0.5. Methods of proof. One key ingredient in this paper is to replace the Ore
localization of a group ring ZG, which is known to exist for torsion-free elementary
amenable groups and is definitely not available, if G contains a non-abelian free
subgroup, by the division closure D(G) of ZG in the algebra U(G) of operators
affiliated to the group von Neumann algebra A/(G). This is a well-defined skew field
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containing ZG if and only if G is torsion-free and satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture
with rational coefficients. This is known to be true in many interesting cases.

We will also take advantage of the recent proof by Agol and others of the Virtual
Fibering Conjecture.
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1. BRIEF REVIEW OF THE THURSTON NORM

Recall the definition in [42] of the Thurston norm xp(¢) of a compact connected
orientable 3-manifold M with empty or non-empty boundary and an element ¢ €

HY(M;Z) = Hom(m(M), Z)
xp(p) = min{x_(F)|F C M properly embedded surface dual to ¢},

where, given a surface F' with connected components Fi, Fy, ..., F), we define
k
X-(F) = > max{—x(Fi),0}.
i=1

Thurston [42] showed that this defines a seminorm on H'(M;Z) which can be
extended to a seminorm on H!(M;R) which we denote by x; again. In particular
we get for » € R and ¢ € H*(M;R)

(L.1) ap(r-¢) = |rl-2u(9).

If K C S? is a knot, then we denote by vK an open tubular neighborhood of K
and we refer to X = $3\ vK as the exterior of K. We refer to the minimal genus
of a Seifert surface of K as the genus g(K) of K. We have H'(Xg;7Z) = Z and an
elementary exercise shows that for any generator ¢ of H'(Xf;Z) = Z we have

(1.2) Tx, (¢) = max{2g(K)—1,0}.

If p: M’ — M is a finite covering with n sheets, then Gabai [19, Corollary 6.13]
showed

(13) .’EM/(p*(Z5) = n~xM(¢>).

If F — M 2 S is a fiber bundle for a compact connected orientable 3-manifold M
and compact surface F' and ¢ € HY(M;Z) is given by Hy(p): H1(M) — H1(S%),
then

m” I I

2. TWISTING THE L2-EULER CHARACTERISTIC WITH A COCYCLE IN THE FIRST
COHOMOLOGY

In this section we introduce our main invariant on the L?-side, namely certain
variations of the L2-Euler characteristic which are obtained in the special case of the
universal covering X — X with by twisting with an element ¢ € H'(X;Z). More
generally, we will consider G-C'W-complexes and twist with a group homomorphism
¢: G —Z.

2.1. Review of the L2-Euler characteristic. Let G be a group. Denote by
N(G) the group von Neumann algebra which can be identified with the algebra
B(L?*(@), L*(G)€ of bounded left G-equivariant operators L?(G) — L?(G). Let C,
be a finitely generated based free left ZG-chain complex. Then we can consider the
chain complex of finitely generated Hilbert N(G)-chain complexes L?(G) ®zq C.

Its L2-Betti numbers by (L?(G)®zc C.) are defined as the von Neumann dimension
of its L2-homology, see [32, Section 1.1].

One can also work entirely algebraically by applying N (G) ®z¢ — which yields
a chain complex N (G) ®zg C. of N(G)-modules, where we consider N'(G) as a
ring and forget the topology. There is a dimension function defined for all N'(G)-
modules, see [32, Section 6.1]. So one gets another definition of L2-Betti numbers by
taking this dimension of the N'(G)-module H,, (N (G)®zcCy). These two definitions
agree by [32], Section 6.2].
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The advantage of the algebraic approach is that it works and often still gives
finite L2-Betti numbers also in the case where we drop the condition that C, is a
finitely generated free ZG-chain complex and consider any ZG-chain complex C,.
This is explained in detail in [32] Chapter 6]. We recall that for any chain complex
of free left ZG-chain modules C, we can define its nth L2-Betti number a

(2.1) P N(G) @z Ci) = dimpe)(H,(N(G) @26 C)) € [0,00].
In particular given a G-CW-complex X we can define its nth L2-Betti number as
22) VP (XGN(G) = dimpe) (HoWN(G) @26 Co(X))) € [0, 0.

We leave the superscript in the notation b\ (V(G) ®z¢ C.) and b2 (X; N(G)),
although the definition is purely algebraic, in order to remind the reader that it is
related to the classical notion of L?-Betti numbers.

Definition 2.3 (L2-Euler characteristic). Let X be a G-CW-complex. Define

MD(XN(G) = Y bR (X;N(G)) € [0, 00];

XP(XNG) = D (-1 bR (XN(G) €R, if WP (X;N(G)) < o0

We call (2 (X;N(G)) the L?-Euler characteristic of X.

The condition h®(X;N(G)) < oo ensures that the sum which appears in the
definition of X(z)(X ; N (G)) converges absolutely. In the sequel we assume that the
reader is familiar with the notion of the L2-Euler characteristic and its basic prop-
erties, as presented in [32, Section 6.6.1]. Another approach to L2-Betti numbers
for not necessarily finite G-C'W-complexes is given by Cheeger-Gromov [4].

2.2. The ¢-twisted L?-Euler characteristic. We will be interested in the fol-
lowing version of an L?-Euler characteristic.

Definition 2.4 (¢-twisted L?-Betti number and L2-Euler characteristic). Let X
be a G-CW-complex. Let ¢: G — Z be a group homomorphism. Let ¢*Z[Z] be
the ZG-module obtained from Z[Z] regarded as module over itself by restriction
with ¢. If Ci.(X) is the cellular ZG-chain complex, denote by C.(X) ®z ¢*Z[Z] the
ZG-chain complex obtained by the diagonal G-action. Define

K(X;N(G), ¢) STV N(G), ¢) € [0, 00];

XPXN(G);9) = D (=1)P-BP(XGN(G), ) €R, if AP (X;N(G), ¢) < oo

We say that X is ¢-L2-finite if h®) (X; N(G),¢) < oo holds. If this the case, we
call the real number x®)(X; N(G), ¢) the ¢-twisted L?-Euler characteristic of X.

Notice that so far we are not requiring that the G-CW-complex X is free or
finite.
We collect the basic properties of this invariant.

Theorem 2.5 (Basic properties of the ¢-twisted L2-Euler characteristic). Let X
be a G-CW -complex. Let ¢: G — Z be a group homomorphism.
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(1) G-homotopy invariance
Let X andY be G-CW -complexes which are G-homotopy equivalent. Then
X is ¢-L2-finite if and only if Y is ¢-L2-finite, and in this case we get
XP (XN (@), 6) = XD (Y N(G), 9);
(2) Sum formula
Consider a G-pushout of G-CW -complezes

XO —>X1

| |

Xo—— X

where the upper horizontal arrow is cellular, the left vertical arrow is an in-
clusion of G-CW -complexes and X has the obvious G-CW -structure com-
ing from the ones on Xy, X1 and Xs. Suppose that Xy, X1 and Xo are
¢-L2-finite. Then X is ¢-L>-finite and we get
XPXGN(G), 8) = XP (X1 N(G), 6) + XxP (X2 N(G), 0) — xP (Xos N (G), 9);
(3) Induction
Let i: H — G be the inclusion of a subgroup of G. Then X is (¢ oi)-L?-
finite if and only if G x g X is ¢-L?>-finite. If this is the case, we get
X6 xi X;N(G),0) = XD (X N(H), ¢ 0 i)
(4) Restriction
Let i: H — G be the inclusion of a subgroup H of G with |G : H] < oo.
Let X be a G-CW -complex. Denote by i* X the H-CW -complex obtained
from X by restriction with i. Then i*X is ¢ o i-L?-finite if and only if X
is ¢-L2-finite, and in this case we get
X2 XN (H), poi) =[G H] - XD (XN(G), 0);
(5) Scaling ¢
We get for every integer k > 1 that X is ¢-L2-finite if and only if X is
(k - ¢)-L?-finite, and in this case we get
XPXGN(G) k- 0) = k- XP(XN(G), 0);
(6) Trivial ¢
Suppose that ¢ is trivial. Then X is ¢-L?-finite if and only if we have
b (X;N(G)) =0 for allm > 0. If this is the case, then
XP(XN(G), 6) = 0.
Proof. This follows from the homotopy invariance of L?-Betti numbers.
The proof is analogous to the one of [32] Theorem 6.80 (2) on page 277], just
replace the short split exact sequence of ZG-chain complexes 0 — C\(Xo) —
Cy(X1) ® Cu(X2) — Ciu(X) — 0 by the induced short split exact sequence of
ZG-chain complexes

= Cu(X) 9z *ZIZ] — 0.

(8) The proof is analogous to the one of [32] Theorem 6.80 (8) on page 279] using
the isomorphism of ZG-chain complexes

C.(G %y X) ®z $*L[Z) = (26 ©zr Cu(X)) @z " ZIZ))
=~ 7.G @z (Co(X) ®z (¢ 0 1) Z[Z)),
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where the second isomorphism is given by (¢ ® u) @ v+ g @ u® g~ tw.

() The proof is analogous to the one of [32, Theorem 6.80 (7) on page 279
using the obvious identification of ZH-chain complexes i* (Cy(X) @z ¢*Z[Z]) =
C.(i*X) ®z i* ¢*L[Z)].

Since there is an obvious isomorphism of ZG-modules (k-¢)*Z[Z] = @le oW AVAR
we get

B (N(G) @z (Co(X) @z (k- ¢)*Z[Z))
=k b (N(G) @zc (C.(X) ®2z ¢"Z[Z))).

(6) Since the triviality of ¢ implies that C.(X) ®z ¢*Z[Z] is ZG-isomorphic to

@D, C.(X), we get
0 (2) N
b (N(G) @26 (Co(X) @z ¢*Z[Z]) = {0 if by, (N(G) @z¢ Ci(X)) = 0;

oo otherwise.

This finishes the proof of Theorem O

We can interpret the ¢-twisted L2-Euler characteristic also as an L?-Euler char-
acteristic for surjective ¢ as follows.

Lemma 2.6. Let X be a G-CW -complex. Let ¢: G — Z be a surjective group
homomorphism. Denote by K the kernel of ¢ and by i: K — G the inclusion.

Then X is ¢-L2-finite if and only if K2 (i* X; N(K)) < oo hold. If this is the
case, then

XP(GN(G)0) = X (XN (K)).
Proof. We have the isomorphism of ZG-chain complexes

ZG ®Rzx i C(X) = Co(X) @z ¢*Z[Z], g&— gz ® é(g).
The inverse sends y ® ¢ to g ® g~y for any choice of g € ¢~1(q). Since N(G) is flat
as an N (K)-module by [32, Theorem 6.29 (1) on page 253], we obtain a sequence
of obvious isomorphisms of N (G)-modules
N(G) &n (k) HnN(K) @z C.(i* ))
=~ H, (N(G) @n i) N(K) @z i*Ci(X)) = H,
an(N(G) ®z¢ ZG ®@zx 1*Co (X ))) =~ H, G) Qza (Cu(X) ®7z ¢*Z[ZD)
Since dimy gy (N (G) @prxy M) = dimy (g (M) holds for every N (K)-module M
by [32, Theorem 6.29 (2) on page 253], we conclude for every n >0
b (N(K) @zxc Culi* X); N () = b2 (N(G) @26 (Cu(X) @2 " Z[Z)): N(G)).
U

G) ®N(K) H,(N(K) ®@zk 1*C(X))
g ) @z *Ciu(X ))

N(
)

2.3. The (u,¢)-L?>-Euler characteristic. We will be interested in this paper
mainly in the case, where the G-CW-complex X is free. If we put ¥ = X/G,
then X is the disjoint union of the preimages of the components of Y. Therefore it
suffices to study a connected CW-complex Y and G-coverings Y — Y. Any such
G-covering is obtained from the universal covering Y Y and a group homomor-
phism p: 7 = 7 (Y) — G as the projection G x, Y — Y. Therefore we introduce
the following notation:

Definition 2.7 ((u, ¢)-L*-Euler characteristic). Let X be a connected CW-complex.
Let p: mi(X) — G and ¢: G — Z be a group homomorphisms. Let X — X be
the G-covering associated to u. We call X (u, ¢)-L2-finite if X is ¢-L>-finite,
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and in this case we define the (u,¢)-L?-Euler characteristic x® (X;u,®) to be
X (X;N(G); ¢), see Definition

The next lemma essentially reduces the general case (u, @) to the special case,
where p and ¢ are surjective or ¢ oy is trivial.

Lemma 2.8. Let X be a connected CW -complex. Let p: m(X) — G and ¢: G —
Z be group homomorphisms. Let G' be the image of p. Let u': m(X) — G’ be the
epimorphism induced by p and let ¢': G' — Z be obtained by restricting ¢ to G’.
(1) Then X is (u, ¢)-L>-finite if and only if X is (u',¢')-L?-finite. If this is
the case, we get

XP (X 0) = XP (X, ¢);
(2) Suppose that pod # 0. Let k > 1 be the natural number such that the image
of ¢ isk-Z and let ¢": G' — 7Z be the epimorphism uniquely determined by

k-¢" =¢'. Then X is (u, ¢)-L>-finite, if and only if X is (i, ¢"")-L?-finite.
If this is the case, we get

1
XD (X 9) = 2 xP (X0

(3) Suppose that pop = 0. Then X is (u, ¢)-L>-finite if and only z'fbg)(Y;./\/'(G))
vanishes for the G-covering X associated to u and every n > 0. If this is
the case, then

X (X;pm,¢) = 0.

Proof. The first statement follows from Theorem The second and third state-
ment follow from (1) and Theorem (5) and (6). O

Example 2.9 (Mapping torus). Let Y be a connected finite CW-complex and
f:Y =Y be aself-map. Let T be its mapping torus. Consider any factorization

m(Ty) & G 2, 7 of the epimorphism 1 (7) — m1(S') = Z induced by the obvious
projection Ty — S'. Then T} is (u, ¢)-L*-finite and we get

X2 (Tyip,0) = x(Y)

by the following argument. Let Tf be the G-covering associated to u: m (1) = G.
Let K be the kernel of ¢ and i: K — G be the inclusion. The image of the composite
m(Y) = 71 (Tf) £ G is contained in K and we can consider the K-covering Y Y
associated to it. The K-C'W-complex Z*Tf is K-homotopy equivalent to the K-C'W-
complex Y, see [30, Section 2]. Hence we conclude x?)(Ty; u, ) = x? ()A/,N(K))
from Lemma and the K-homotopy invariance of L2-Betti numbers. Since Y is
a finite CW-complex, we have x (Y; N (K)) = x(Y).

Notice that the L?-Betti numbers bg)(Tif;N (G@)) are all trivial by [30, Theo-
rem 2.1] and hence the L?-Euler characteristic x(Tf; N(G)) is trivial. So the
passage to the subgroup of infinite index K or, equivalently, the twisting with the
ZG-module ¢*Z[Z] which is not finitely generated as abelian group, ensures that
we get an interesting invariant by the (j, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic.

Lemma 2.10. Let T™ be the n-dimensional torus for n > 1. Consider homomor-
phisms p: m (T™) — G and ¢: G — Z such that the image of p is infinite.
Then T™ is (u, ¢)-L?-finite and we get

Z:im(@opm)] ifn=160u#0;

0 otherwise.

XTI, ¢) = {
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Proof. Because of Lemma we can assume without loss of generality that
W is surjective. Suppose that ¢ o p is non-trivial. Because of Lemma it
suffices to consider the case, where p and ¢ are surjective. Then the claim follows
from Example since there is a homeomorphism h: T™ =, Tn—1 x S that that
the composite of the map of w1 (77! x S') — 71(S') induced by the projection
onto S* composed with 71(h) is ¢. Suppose that ¢ is trivial. Since p has infinite
image, one can show using [30, Theorem 2.1] that b2 (T™; N'(G)) vanishes for the
G-covering T™ — T™ associated to pu for all m > 0. Hence the claim follows from

Lemma . O

Theorem 2.11 (The (1, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic for S'-CW-complexes). Let X
be a connected finite ST-CW -complex. Let p: m(X) — G and ¢: G — Z be group
homomorphisms. Suppose that for one and hence all x € X the composite

n: m (S, 1) LEGZIDN m(X,z) & G LNy

is injective, where evy: S' — X sends z to z - x. Define the S'-orbifold Euler
characteristic of X by

1 1
Xom(X) = S(=1)" 3 —,
>0 IS
n> ecly
where I, is the set of open n-dimensional S'-cells of X and for e € I,, we denote
by S the isotropy group of any point in e. Then X is (u, ¢)-L>-finite and we get

XP (X5 1,0) = X5(X) - [Z : im(n)].

Proof. The strategy of proof is the same as the the one of [32, Theorem 1.40 on
page 43], where one considers more general finite S'-CW-complex Y together with
a S'-map f: Y — X and does induction over the number of S'-equivariant cells. A
basic ingredient is the additivity of the two terms appearing in the desired equation
in Theorem 2,111 O

We mention that the condition about the injectivity of the map 7 appearing in
Theorem [2.11] is necessary.

For the reader’s convenience we record the next result which we will not need in
this paper and whose proof is a variation of the one of Theorem [2.11

Theorem 2.12 (The (, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic for fibrations). Let F — E 25
B be a fibration of connected CW -complexes. Suppose that B is a finite CW -
complex. Consider group homomorphisms p: m1(E) — G and ¢: G — Z. Suppose
that F is (o m1(i), ¢)-L>-finite.

Then E is (u, ¢)-L>-finite and we get

X2 (B, 0) = x(B) - xP(F, pomi (i), d).

If M is a compact connected orientable 3-manifold with proper S*-action, then M
is a compact connected orientable Seifert manifold. The converse is not true general.
Associated to a compact connected orientable Seifert manifold is an orbifold X and
X has a orbifold Euler characteristic xorb(X). For a basic introduction to these
notions we refer for instance to [40]. If M is a compact 3-manifold with proper S*-
action, then X is given by M/S! and Yo, (X) is the St-orbifold Euler characteristic
Xfrlb (M). We omit the proof of the next result since it is essentially a variation of
the one of Theorem the role of the cells S'/H x D™ in Theorem is now
played by the typical neighborhoods of the Seifert fibers given by solid tori.
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Theorem 2.13 (The (p, ¢)-L*-Euler characteristic for Seifert manifolds). Let M be
a compact connected orientable Seifert manifold. Let u: my (M) — G and ¢: G — Z
be group homomorphisms. Suppose that for one (and hence all) x € M

e m(sh1) T e B e Sz

is injective, where ev: S' — M is the inclusion of a reqular fiber. Let X be the
associated orbifold of M and denote by xorn(X) its orbifold Euler characteristic.
Then M is (u1, ¢)-L?-finite and we get

X(2) (M;p,0) = Xorb(X) - [Z : im(n)]'

Lemma 2.14. Let M be a 3-manifold, which is admissible, see Definition [0.1]
Let My, My, ..., M, be its pieces in the Jaco-Shalen-Johannson decomposition.
Consider group homomorphisms p: 71 (M) — G and ¢: G — Z. Suppose that the
composite of p with w1(j): 71 (T?) — 7 (M) has infinite image for the inclusion
j: T? = M of any splitting torus appearing in the Jaco-Shalen-Johannson decom-
position. Let p;: w1 (M;) — G be the composite of p with the map w1 (M;) — w1 (M)
induced by the inclusion M; — M. Suppose that M; is (i, §)-L*-finite for i =
1,2,...,r.
Then M is (u, ¢)-L2-finite and we have

XO(M;p,0) = 3 XP (My; i, ¢).
i=1
Proof. This follows from Theorem and Lemma m O

Theorem 2.15 (The (¢, u)-L?-Euler characteristic and the Thurston norm for
graph manifolds). Let M be an admissible 3-manifold, which is a graph manifold
and not homeomorphic to S x D?. Consider group homomorphisms p: (M) — G
and ¢: G — Z. Suppose that for each piece M; in the Jaco-Shalen-Johannson

™1 (evi)

decomposition the map m1(St) ——= m1(M;) EIN m (M) 4 G % 7 is injective,
where ev;: St — M; is the inclusion of the regular fiber and j;: M; — M is the
inclusion.

Then M is (u, ¢)-L?-finite and we get

X (M;p,¢) = zar(pop).

Proof. In the situation and notation of Lemma we conclude from [I0, Propo-
sition 3.5 on page 33]

r($) = ZxM (60).

if ¢; € HY(M;;7Z) is the restriction of ¢ to M;. Moreover, we get from Lemma
and from [22] Lemma A] for i =1,2...,r

XB (M iy d) = —2a(d5),

if p; is the composite of p with the homomorphism mq (M;) — 71 (M) induced by
the inclusion. Now the claim follows from Lemma [2:14] since any splitting torus
appearing in the Jaco-Shalen-Johannson decomposition contains a regular fiber of
one of the pieces M;. O

2.4. The ¢-L?*-Euler characteristic for universal coverings. In this section
we consider the special case of the universal covering and of a group homomorphism
¢: m(X) — Z. This is in some sense the most canonical and important covering
and in this case the formulations of the main results simplify in a convenient way.
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Definition 2.16 (The ¢-L?-Euler characteristic for ¢ € H'(X;Z)). Let X be
a connected CW-complex with fundamental group w. Let ¢ be an element in
HY(X;Z), or, equivalently, let ¢: m — Z be a group homomorphism. We say that
the universal covering X of X is ¢-L2-finite, if X is (idy, ¢)-L?-finite in the sense
of Definition If this is the case, we define its ¢-L?-Euler characteristic

X(X:9) = xP(Xzidr, )
where () (X;id,, ) has been introduced in Definition
If X is a (not necessarily connected) finite CW-complex and ¢ € H'(X;Z),
we say that X is ¢-L2-finite if for each component C' € X the universal covering
C — C'is ¢|c-L3-finite and we put

XP(Xi0) = 30 xP(Céle).
Cemo(X)
For the reader’s convenience we record the basic properties of the ¢-L?-Euler
characteristic.

Theorem 2.17 (Basic properties of the ¢-L?-Euler characteristic for universal
coverings).
(1) Homotopy invariance
Let f: X — Y be a homotopy equivalence of CW -complexes. Consider
¢ € HY(Y;Z). Let f*¢ € H'(X;Z) be its pullback with f.
Then X is F*o-L2-finite if and only sz/ is ¢-L%-finite, and in this case
we get
XX 10) = xP(Ys9);
(2) Sum formula
Consider a pushout of CW -complezes

Xo—)Xl

| |

Xo— X

where the upper horizontal arrow is cellular, the left vertical arrow is an
inclusion of CW -complexes and X has the obvious CW -structure com-
ing from the ones on Xo, X1 and X,. Consider ¢ € HY(X;Z). For
every i € {0,1,2} suppose that for each base point x; € X; the map
m1(Ji, i) m1(Xs, ) = (X, ji(x;)) induced by the inclusion j;: X; — X
is injective and that X; is ji¢-L>-finite.
Then X is ¢-L?-finite and we get
XP(X;9) = XP (X157 6) +xP (Xa1450) — x P (Xo3 G5 0);
(3) Finite coverings
Let p: X = Y be a finite d-sheeted covering of connected CW -complezes,
¢ be an element in H(Y;Z) and p*¢ € HY(X;Z) be its pullback with p.
Then'Y is ¢-L2-finite if and only if X is p*¢-L%-finite, and in this case
XP(X;p7e) = d-xP(Y;9);
(4) Scaling ¢
Let X be CW -complex and ¢ be an element in H'(X;Z) Consider any
integer k # 0. Then X is ¢-L2-finite if and only if X is (k- ¢)-L2-finite,

and in this case we get

XP(Xik-¢) = [k xP(X;0);
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(5) Trivial ¢
Let X be a CW-complex. Let ¢ be trivial. Then X is ¢-L2-finite if and
only if bf)(X;/\/(m(X)) = 0 holds for all n > 0. If this is the case, we get

XD(X59) = 0;
(6) Tori

Let T™ be the n-dimensional torus for n > 1. Consider any ¢ € H(T™;7Z).
Then T™ is ¢-L2-finite and we get

0 otherwise.

Proof. The second statement follows from Theorem and (3 using the fact
that for every i € {0,1,2} and every base point x; € X; the total space of the
pullback of the universal covering of the component D of X containing j;(x;) with
Jile: C — D for C the component of X; containing x; is w1 (D)-homeomorphic to
T1(D) Xx, (1) C for the universal covering m (C, z;) — C — C of C.

The last statement is a special case of Lemma[2.10} Finally all other statements
follow from the corresponding statements of Theorem O

Lemma 2.18. Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Let My, Ms,..., M, be its

pieces in the Jaco-Shalen-Johannson decomposition. Consider ¢ € H'(M;Z). Let

¢; € HY(M;;Z) be the pullback of ¢ with the inclusion M; — M fori=1,2,...,7.
Then M; is ¢;-L2-finite fori=1,2,...,r and M is ¢-L?-finite and we have

XD (M;¢) = Zx@)u\?};@-).

Proof. If M; is Seifert, then it is ¢;-L?-finite by Theorem If M; is hyperbolic,
bg)(Mi) vanishes for all n > 0 by [29, Theorem 0,1], and hence M; is ¢;-L*-finite by
Theorem and Theorem Now the claim follows from Theorem

and @ using the fact that the splitting tori in the Jaco-Shalen-Johannson decom-
position are incompressible. O

Theorem 2.19 (The ¢-L?-Euler characteristic and the Thurston norm for graph
manifolds). Let M be an admissible 3-manifold, which is a graph manifold and not

homeomorphic to S* x D?. Consider ¢ € H'(M;Z). Then M is o-L2-finite and
we get

P (:9) = wur(9).
Proof. This follows from Theorem [2.15 O
Example 2.20 (S! x D? and S! x S2). Consider a homomorphism ¢: H;(S! x

D?) =5 Z. Let k be the index [Z : im()] if ¢ is non-trivial, and let k = 0 if ¢ is
trivial. Then we conclude from (1.1)), (1.4)), Lemma and Example

Zsixp2(¢) = 0 and —X(Q)(Sl/;/DQ;(b) = k.

Hence we have to exclude S' x D? in Theorem m and thus also in Theorem
Analogously we get

Toixs:(@) = 0 and  —xP(STx 8%¢) = 2-k,

so that we cannot replace “irreducible” by “prime” in Theorem
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3. ABOUT THE ATIYAH CONJECTURE

So far the definition and the analysis of the ¢-twisted L2-Euler characteristic has
been performed on an abstract level. In order to ensure that the condition (u, ¢)-
L2-finite is satisfied and that the (u, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic contains interesting
information, we will need further input, namely, the following Atiyah Conjecture.

3.1. The Atiyah Conjecture.

Definition 3.1 (Atiyah Conjecture). We say that a torsion-free group G satisfies
the Atiyah Congecture if for any matrix A € M, ,(QG) the von Neumann dimen-
sion dimps()(ker(ra)) of the kernel of the N(G)-homomorphism r4: N(G)™ —
N(G)"™ given by right multiplication with A is an integer.

The Atiyah Conjecture can also be formulated for any field F with Q C F C C
and matrices A € M,, ,,(FG) and for any group with a bound on the order of its
finite subgroups. However, we only need and therefore consider in this paper the
case, where F' = Q and G is torsion-free.

Theorem 3.2 (Status of the Atiyah Conjecture). (1) If the torsion-free group
G satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture, then also each of its subgroups satisfies
the Atiyah Conjecture;

(2) Let C be the smallest class of groups which contains all free groups and
1s closed under directed unions and extensions with elementary amenable
quotients. Suppose that G is a torsion-free group which belongs to C.

Then G satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture;
(3) Let G be an infinite group which is the fundamental group of an admissible
3-manifold M. Suppose that one of the following conditions is satisfied:
e M is not a closed graph manifold;
e M is a closed graph manifold which admits a Riemannian metric of
non-positive sectional curvature.
Then G is torsion-free and belongs to C. In particular G satisfies the
Atiyah Conjecture.
(4) Let D be the smallest class of groups such that
e The trivial group belongs to D;
o Ifp: G — A is an epimorphism of a torsion-free group G onto an
elementary amenable group A and if p~1(B) € D for every finite group
B C A, then G € D;
e D is closed under taking subgroups;
e D is closed under colimits and inverse limits over directed systems.
If the group G belongs to D, then G is torsion-free and the Atiyah Con-
jecture holds for G.
The class D is closed under direct sums, direct products and free products.
Every residually torsion-free elementary amenable group belongs to D;
Proof. This follows from [32] Theorem 6.29 (2) on page 253].

This is due to Linnell, see for instance [20] or [32] Theorem 10.19 on page 378].

It suffices to show that G = w1 (M) belongs to the class C appearing in as-
sertion . By the proof of the Virtual Fibering Theorem due to Agol, Liu,
Przytycki-Wise, and Wise [I} 2, 28, [35, [36] [44] 45] there exists a finite normal
covering p: M — M and a fiber bundle F — M — S for some compact connected
orientable surface F. Hence it suffices to show that m (F') belongs to C. If F' has
non-empty boundary, this follows from the fact that 1 (F) is free. If M is closed,
the commutator subgroup of w1 (F) is free and hence 71 (F') belongs to C. Now
assertion follows from assertion .
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() This result is due to Schick, see for instance [39] or [32 Theorem 10.22 on
page 379). O

3.2. L?-acyclic Atiyah pair.

Definition 3.3 (LZ-acyclic Atiyah-pair). An L2-acyclic Atiyah-pair (u, ) for a
finite connected CW-complex X consists of group homomorphisms p: 71 (X) = G
and ¢: G — Z such that the G-covering X — X associated to u is L?-acyclic, i.e.,
the nth L2-Betti number b (X; N(G)) vanish for every n > 0, and G is torsion-free
and satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture.

Notice that the conditions appearing in Definition [3.3] only concern G and u but
not ¢. The Atiyah Conjecture enters in this paper because of the following theorem.

Theorem 3.4 (The Atiyah Conjecture and the (u, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic). Let
X be a connected finite CW -complex. Suppose that (i1, ¢) is an L*-acyclic Atiyah-
pair. Then X is (i, ¢)-L>-finite, and the (1, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic x? (X; p, ¢)
is an integer.

Theorem will be a direct consequence of Lemma Lemma and the
following Theorem , whose formulation requires some preparation.

3.3. The division closure D(G) of QG in U(G). Let S be a ring with subring
R C S. The division closure D(R C S) is the smallest subring of S which contains
R and is division closed, i.e., every element in D(R C S) which is a unit in S is
already a unit in D(R C S).

Notation 3.5 (D(G)). Let G be a group. Denote by U(G) the algebra of operators
affiliated to the (complex) group von Neumann algebra N'(G), see [32, Section 8.2].
(This is the Ore localization of N'(G) with respect to the set of non-zero-divisors of
N(G), see [32] Theorem 8.22 on page 327].) Denote by D(G) the division closure
of QG considered as a subring of U(G).

The proof of Theorem [3.6| will be based on ideas of Peter Linnell from [26] which
have been explained in detail and a little bit extended in [32, Chapter 10] and [38§].

Theorem 3.6 (Main properties of D(G)). Let G be a torsion-free group.

(1) The group G satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture if and only if D(G) is a skew
field;

(2) Suppose that G satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. Let C.. be a projective QG-
chain complex. Then we get for alln >0

b (N(G) ®ge Cx) = dimp(a) (Ha(D(G) ®ge C.)).

In particular b (N(G) ®qc Cs) is either infinite or an integer;

(3) Suppose that G satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. Let ¢: G — Z be a surjec-
tive group homomorphism. Let K C G be the kernel of ¢. Fix an element
v € G with ¢(v) = 1. If we define the semi-direct product K x7Z with respect
to the conjugation automorphism c,: K — K of v on K, we can identify
G with K XZ and ¢ becomes the canonical projection G = K X7 — 7. Let
D(K)[u*'] be the ring of twisted Laurent polynomials with respect to the
automorphism t: D(K) = D(K) coming from ¢y K= K.

Then D(K[u*!] is a non-commutative principal ideal domain, i.e., it
has no non-trivial zero-divisor and every left ideal is a principal left ideal
and every right ideal is a principal right ideal. Furthermore the set T of
non-zero elements in D(K);[u™?] satisfies the Ore condition and there is a
canonical isomorphism of skew fields

T7'D(K).[u*'] = D(G);
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(4) Let G be a torsion-free group which satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. Let
¢: G — Z be a surjective group homomorphism. Denote by i: K — G the
inclusion of the kernel K of ¢. Let C,. be a finitely generated projective
QG-chain complex such that bg)(/\/(G) ®qa Cx) vanishes for all n > 0.
Denote by i*C, the restriction of the QG-chain complex C, to a QK -chain
complez.

Then H,(D(K) ®qr i*C,) and (H,(D(K):[u™'] ®gc C) are finitely
generated free as D(K)-modules, b (N(K) ®qk i*C.) is finite, and we

have
bP (N(K) ®gr i*Cy) = dimp ) (Hu(D(K ) [ut!] @gc CL))-
= dimpg) (Hn(D(K) @qk i*C.))
for allm > 0.

Proof. This is proved in the case F' = C in [32] Lemma 10.39 on page 388]. The
proof goes through for an arbitrary field F' with Q C F' C C without modifications.

We have the following commutative diagram of inclusion of rings

QG —— N(G)

| l

D(G) ——U(G).

There is a dimension function dimy for arbitrary (algebraic) U(G)-modules such
that for any N(G)-module M we have dimyqU(G) gy M) = dimpr gy (M)
and basic features like additivity and continuity and cofinality are still satisfied,
see [32, Theorem 8.29 on page 330]. Moreover, U(G) is flat over N(G), see [32]
Theorem 8.22 (2) on page 327]. Since D(G) is a skew field by assertion (I]), U(G
is also flat as a D(G)-module and we have for any D(G)-module M the equality
dimyye) (U(G) @p(ay) M) = dimpg)(M). We conclude

B (N(G) ®ge Cu) = dimye) (Ha(N(G) @ga Cu))
= dimyg) (U ®N G) H,(N(G) ®qgc C*))
dimg(c) (Hn (U ~(G) N(G) @qc C.))
dlmu(G) (Hn ®QG C ))
dimy () (Han( U ®D(G D(G) @qc Cs))
dimgg (e (U(G) H,(D(G) ®qc C*))

= dlmD(G) (Hn(D ®QG C ))

This finishes the proof of assertion .

Since G = K x Z satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture by assumption, the same is
true for K by Theorem [3.2] (). We know already from assertion (T]) that D(K) and
D(Q) are skew fields. The ring D(K);[u*!] is a non-commutative principal ideal
domain, see [8, 2.1.1 on page 49] or [6, Proposition 4.5]. The claim that the Ore
localization T~'D(K)[u*!] exists and is isomorphic to D(G) is proved in the case
F = C in [32] Lemma 10.60 on page 399]. The proof goes through for an arbitrary
field F' with Q C F C C without modifications.

@) We write the group ring QG as the ring QK;[u*!] of twisted Laurent polynomials
with coefficients in QK. We get a commutative diagram of inclusions of rings, where
D(K)¢[u*!] is a (non-commutative) principal ideal domain and D(K) and D(G) are
skew fields
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QK —————— QG = QK [u™]

|

D(K)

D(K)i[ut'] ————— D(G)

Lo

TID(K)i[ut] ———— D(G).
Since C, is a finitely generated projective QG-chain complex by assumption, the
D(K)[ut!]-chain complex D(K);[u*!]|®@gcCs is finitely generated projective. Since
D(K % Z) is a (non-commutative) principal ideal domain, it follows from [7, p. 494],

that there exist integers r, s > 0 and non-zero elements py, pa, .. .,ps € D(K)¢[u™!]
such that we get an isomorphism of D(K);[u*']-modules

Hy, (D(K)[u™] @gc C.) 2= D(K),[u™']" & @D(K)t[uﬂ]/(pi)-

Since D(G) = T'D(K)[u*!] is flat over D(K);[u*!], we conclude using asser-
tion

r = dimpe) (D(G) @p k), jut) Ha(D(K)i[u™'] ®ga Cs))
dimD(G)( n( G) ®p(K), [ut] D(K)t[“ﬂ} ®qac C*))
= dimp(g) (Hn(D(G) ®gc C:))

= BI(N(G) 906 Cu).
Since by assumption bg)(/\f (G) ®ga Cx) = 0 holds, we conclude

Hy(D(K)i[u™'] @ga Cu) = @D(K)t[uﬂ]/(Pz‘)~

Lemma implies that D(K);[u*']/(p;) considered as D(K)-module is finitely
generated free. This implies that H, (D(K):[u*!] ®g¢ C.) considered as D(K)-
module is finitely generated free. Assertion applied to K instead of G implies

b2 (N(K) @pk i*Cy) = dimp ) (Hp (D(K) @z i*CL)).
There is an obvious isomorphism of D(K)-chain complexes
D(K) @z i*Ch — D(K)e[ut] @26 Cr, o @zk y = Sc y
which induces an isomorphism of D(K)-modules
Hn('D( ®ok 17 Cx ) =5 H ( K), [uil] Roa C*).
Hence we get
dimD(K) (Hn (D(K) RrK Z*O*)) = dimD(K) (Hn (D(K)t[uil] RKoac C*))
This finishes the proof of Theorem [3.6] and hence also of Theorem [3.4] O

4. THE NEGATIVE OF THE (1, ¢)-L?>-EULER CHARACTERISTIC IS A LOWER
BOUND FOR THE THURSTON NORM

Theorem 4.1 (The negative of the (u, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic is a lower bound
for the Thurston norm). Let M # S' x D? be an admissible 3-manifold and let
(i, @) be an L?-acyclic Atiyah-pair. Then M is (u, ¢)-L?-finite and we get

~XB(M;p.¢) < zp(dop).
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Its proof needs some preparation.

4.1. Some preliminaries about twisted Laurent polynomials over skew
fields. In this subsection we consider a skew field D together with an automorphism
t: D — D of skew fields. Let D;[u™!] be the ring of twisted Laurent polynomials
over D. For a non-trivial element x = Y_._, d; - u' in D;[u™!] we define its degree
to be the natural number

(4.2) deg(z) = ny—n_

where n_ the smallest integer such that d,,_ does not vanish, and n, is largest
integer such that d,, does not vanish.

I€EL

Lemma 4.3. Consider a non-trivial element x in Di[u™']. Then the Di[u™!]-
homomorphism 7, : Di[ut!] — Di[u*!] given by right multiplication with x is in-
jective and its cokernel has finite dimension over D, namely,

dimp (coker(r,)) = deg(z).

Proof. Notice that for two non-trivial elements = and y we have n_(zy) =n_(z) +
n_(y), ny(zy) = ny(x) + ny(y), and deg(zy) = deg(x) + deg(y). Now one easily
checks that r, is injective and that a D-basis for the cokernel of r, is given by the
image of the subset {u®, u', ..., u%°®) =1} of D, [u*!] under the canonical projection
Dy[u*!] — coker(r,).

U

Lemma 4.4. Consider integers k,n with 0 < k, 1 < n and k < n. Denote by I}}
the (n,n)-matriz whose first k entries on the diagonal are 1 and all of whose other
entries are zero. Let A be an (n,n)-matriz over D. Suppose that the Di[u™!]-map

'I"A+u.[]';tl 'Dt[uil}" — 'Dt[uil]"

given by right multiplication with A + - I} is injective.
Then the dimension over D of its cokernel is finite and satisfies

dimp (coker(rA+u.Ig: Dt[uil]" — Dy [uil]")) < k.

Proof. We use induction over the size n. If kK = n, the claim has already been proved
in [21l Proposition 9.1]. So we can assume in the sequel k < n. We perform certain
row and column operations on matrices B € M,, ,(D;[u*!]) and it will be obvious
that they will respect the property that rp: Di[u®!]® — D;[u*!]" is injective and
will not change dimp (coker(rp: Di[u®!]" — D;[u*!]")). With the help of these
operations we will reduce the size of A by 1 and this will finish the induction step.
To keep the exposition easy, we explain the induction step from (n — 1) to n in the
special case k = 3 and n = 5. The general induction step is completely analogous.
So we start with

U+ * * * * *

* u + * * * ok

A+u135: * * T N
* * * * %

* * * * %

where here and in the sequel * denotes some element in D. We first treat the
case, where the (2,2)-submatrix sitting in the right lower corner is non-trivial. By
interchanging rows and columns and right multiplying a row with a non-trivial
element in D, we can achieve

U+ * * * * ok
* u 4+ * * * %
* * U+ ok ok ok
* * * * ok
* * * * 1
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By subtracting appropriate right D-multiplies of the lowermost row from the other
rows and subtracting appropriate left D-multiplies of the rightmost column from
the other columns, we achieve

u + * * * * 0
* U+ * * * 0
* * u+x * 0
* * * * 0
0 0 0 0 1

For this matrix the claim follows from the induction hypothesis applied to the
(4,4)-matrix obtained by deleting the lowermost row and the rightmost column.
It remains to treat the case, where the matrix looks like

U+ * * * *x %
* U+ * * * ok
* * u+* ok x
* * * 0 0
* * * 0 0

At least one of the entries in the lowermost row must be non-trivial since the map
induced by right multiplication with it is assumed to be injective. By interchanging
rows and columns and right multiplying a row with a non-trivial element in D, we

can achieve
u

*
<
+
*
O ¥ % %
O ¥ % %

(=]

* * 0

By subtracting appropriate D-multiples of first column from the second and third
column, we can arrange

u+* k-u-+*k x-u4+*x ok *
* U+ * * * ok
* * u+ * * %
* * * 0 0
1 0 0 0 0

By subtracting appropriate right D-multiples of last row from the other rows we
can achieve

0 *x-u+* *-u+x*x *x x*
0 u+ * * * %
0 * U+ * * ok
0 * * 0 0
1 0 0 0 0

By subtracting right D-multiples of the second and the third row from the first row
and then interchanging rows we can arrange

0 u—+x* * * %
0 * u+ ok Kk ok
0 * * * X
0 * * 0 0
1 0 0 0 0

Since the induction hypothesis applies to the matrix obtained by deleting the first
column and the lowermost row, we have finished the induction step, and hence the
proof of Lemma [4.4] 0

4.2. Proof of Theorem [4.11

Proof of Theorem[].1 We have already shown in Theoremthat M is (u, ¢)-L%-
finite.

Because of (1.1 and Lemmawe can assume without loss of generality that ¢
is surjective. Let K be the kernel of ¢ and « be an element in G with ¢(v) = 1. Tt
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follows easily from [43] Section 1] that we can find an oriented surface ¥ C M with
components X1,...,3; and non-zero ry,...,r; € N with the following properties:

o 7[X1] 4+ - + 7 [X] is dual to ¢,

o Sioy —rix(Z) < 2ar(9),

e M\ ¥ is connected.
(Here we use that M # S x D? and that N is irreducible.) For i = 1,. .., we pick
disjoint oriented tubular neighborhoods ¥; x [0, 1] and we identify ¥; with 3; x {0}.
We write M’ := M \ UL_;3; x [0,1]. We pick once and for all a base point p in
M’ and we denote by M the universal cover of M. We write 7 = m1(M,p). For
i=1,...,1 we also pick a curve v/ based at p which intersects X, precisely once in a
positive direction and does not intersect any other component of ¥.. Put v; = u(vy}).
Note that ¢(v;) = r;. Finally for i = 1,...,] we put

n; = —x(3;) + 2.

Following [13], Section 4] we now pick an appropriate CW-structure for M and
we pick appropriate orientations and lifts of the cells to the universal cover. The
resulting boundary maps are described in detail [I3 Section 4]. In order to keep
the notation manageable we now restrict to the case I = 2, the general case is
completely analogous.

Let M — M be the G-covering associated to u. It follows from the discussion
in [13], Section 4] and the definitions that the cellular ZG-chain complex C, (M) of
M looks like

Bs

0 Z[G]4 Z[g]4+2n1+2n2+s Ba Z[G]4+2n1+2n2+s B Z[G]4 0

where s is a natural number and the matrices B3, Bo, B; are matrices of the form

ny ng 1 1 1 1 s+ ny1 + no
* 0O 1 -1 O 0 0 1
By = 0 0 1 —z 0 0 * 1
0 * 0 0 1 —us 0 1
0 0 0 0 1 —2z9 * 1
1 1 ni ny no no 1 1 s
* 0 idp, —wviidp, 0 0 0O 0 O ni
0 * 0 0 idp, —wvoidp, 0 0 O ng
B, = 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 0 O 1
0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 O 1
0 0 0 0 * 0 0 0 O 1
0 0 0 0 0 * 0 0 O 1
0 0 * * * * * ok k| S+ n1+no
1 1 1 1
1 —-v1 O 0 1
0 0 1 —ue 1
* 0 0 0 ni
0 * 0 0 ni
Bl 0 0 * 0 ng
0 0 0 * na
1 —x1 O 0 1
0 0 1 —x2 1
* * * * S

where x1, 9, 21, 22 € K, all the entries of the matrices marked by * lie in ZK and
the entries above the horizontal line and right to the vertical arrow indicate the size
of the blocks. (Note that in [13] we view the elements of Z[G]" as column vectors
whereas we now view them as row vectors.)
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Define submatrices Bj of B; for i = 1,2,3 by

1 —v1 O 0
; 1 —z1 O 0
By = 0 0 1 -uw
0 0 1 —2z9
n1 ni n2 n2 s‘
B, — idp; —v1idp, 0 0 0 ni
2 0 0 idp, —v2idp, O na
* * * * * | s+ ny1+n2
1 —-v1 O 0
r 0 0 1 -
Bl - 1 —z1 O 0
0 0 1 —x2

where B} and Bj are (4, 4)-matrices and B} is a (2n142ng2+s, 2n1 +2ns+s)-matrix.
For ¢ = 1,2, 3 let C.[i] be the ZG-chain complex concentrated in dimensions ¢ and
i — 1 whose i-th differential is given by the matrix B;. There is an appropriate
finitely generated free ZG-chain complex C?, concentrated in dimensions 2, 1 and 0
of the shape

.= 0=0—= ZG2n1+2n2+s N ZG4+2n1+2n2+s N ZG4

and obvious short based exact sequences of finitely generated based free ZG-chain
complexes

0— CL — Cu(M) — C\[3] = 0
and

0— C.[1] = C. — C,[2] — 0.

o
Consider v/ € G with ¢(v) # 0 and 2’ € H. The matrix <1 ;) can be trans-

0 vV +4d
The map 7,/ o : D(K)[ut'] — D(K)[ut'] is injective and its cokernel has dimen-
sion |¢(v")] over D(K) by Lemma Hence the map D(K)[u!]? — D(K);[u*!]?

/

. (1 =V
formed by subtracting the first row from the second row to the matrix ( v ) .

given by right multiplication with is injective and its cokernel has di-

—v
0 vV +a
mension |¢p(v')| over D(K). We conclude from Theorem for [ = 1,3 using
notation and defining for a skewfield D and a D-chain complex D, its Betti

number b, (D,) to be dimp(H,,(Dy)).

b (N(G) @26 Cull]) = 0 forn>0;
. 0 ifn£1—1;
(D) o #°C. 1) {+ 3

XP(N(K) @2k i*CLl]) = 71+ ro.
Since b{? (N(G) @z¢ C.(M)) = 0 holds for all n > 0 by assumption, we get
WP (N(G) @26 C.[2]) =0 forn > 0.
We conclude from from Theorem
dimpq) (ker(rBé: D(G)F2mt2nats D(G)1+2”1+2"2+3)) =0.

Theorem implies that

By D(K)t[ui1]1+2n1+2n2+s N D(K)t[uil}1+2nl+2n2+s
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is injective. We get using Theorem
(4.5)

O (N(K) @ O (D) = 3 X (W) @k *Cl])

=1
= 2r +2ry — x® (W(K) @2k i*C.[2])
= 2r1 4 2r; — x(D(K) ®zk i*C.[2])
= 2r1 +2r
— dimp(x) (coker(’rBé . D(K)t[ui1]1+2n1+2n2+s N D(K)t[ui1]1+2n1+2n2+s)).

Since dimN(G) (ker(ldN(G) ®ZG71BQ): N(G)l+2n1+2n2+s N N(G)1+2n1+2n2+s))

coincides with b2 (N(G)®z¢ CY) and b%Q)(N(G) ®z¢a C1) is zero, one of the entries
in the rightmost column of B) is non-trivial. By switching rows and multiplying
a row with a non-trivial element in D(K), we can arrange that the entry in the
lower right corner is 1. By elementary row and column operations we can arrange
that the lowermost row and the rightmost column have all entries zero except the
element in the lower right corner which is still equal to 1. By iterating this process
we can transform B) by such row and column operations into a matrix of the shape

ni ni n2 n2 S ‘
idp, —viidp, 0 0 0 ni
BYy = o 0 idp, -—v2idn, O na
* * * * * | n1+n2
0 0 0 0 ids s
Let BY’ be the (2ny + 2ns)-submatrix of BY given by
n1 n1 ng na |
B — idp, —vi1idn, 0 0 n1
2 0 0 idn, —voidn, na
* * * * n1 +n2

An inspection of the proof of [0, Lemma 9.3] shows that by elementary row and

column operations and taking block sum with triangular matrices having id on each

diagonal entry, we can transform Bj’ into a matrix of the shape

" __ A 27r,-n1+2r3-ne
BQ =A"+u- IT1'TL1+T2'"2

and IQrT%l +2r2-no

oy - as introduced

for some matrix A" € Map, 121,201 +2n, (D(K))
in Lemma [£.4 Obviously we have

dimp g (coker(rgé i D(K) [t H2mt2nets D(K)t[ui1]1+2”1+2”2+5))
_ dimD(K) (COkeI"(TBéw . D(K)t[u:tl]2m+2n2 N D<K)t[ui1]2n1+2n2)).
We conclude from Lemma applied to BY"
dimD(K) (coker(ngu . D(K)t[uil]2n1+2n2 N D(K)t[ui1]2n1+2nz))
S’I"l ‘N1 + 7o na.
Hence we get
(4.6) dimpk) (coker(TBé : D(K)[ut!) T2 2nats D(K)t[ui1]1+2"1+2"2+5))
<rp-ni+re-na.

We conclude from (4.5)) and (4.6
X(2) (N(K) RzK Z*C*(M)) >2r1+2r9g—1r1-ng —r2 - Na.
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This together with Lemma [2.6] implies

X (M;p,¢) = —xP(N(K) @zx i*Cu(M))
< ring +rang —2ry — 2o
= ri(n —2)+re(n2 —2) = —rix(E1) —rex(X2) < wp(e).
This finishes the proof of Theorem O

5. FOX CALCULUS AND THE (i, ¢)-L?-EULER CHARACTERISTIC

The following calculations of the (u,¢)-L?-Euler characteristic from a presen-
tation of the fundamental group is adapted to the corresponding calculation for
the L2-torsion function appearing in [14, Theorem 2.1] and will be used when we
will compare these two invariants and the higher order Alexander polynomials. For
information about the Fox matrix and the Fox calculus we refer for instance to [3]
9B on page 123], and [11].

Theorem 5.1 (Calculation of the (i1, ¢)-L2-Euler characteristic from a presentation
of the fundamental group). Let M be an admissible 3-manifold with fundamental
group w. Let

T ={(x1,T2,...,2q | R1,Ray..., Rp)

be a presentation of w. Let the (a,b)-matriz over Zw

ORq ORy
Oz te Oz,
= : S
ORy IRy
oxq e Ox g

be the Fox matriz of the presentation.

Let G be a torsion-free group which satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. Consider
two group homomorphisms p: © — G and ¢: G — Z. Suppose that u is non-trivial
and that ¢ is surjective.

Leti: K — G be the inclusion of the kernel K = ker(¢) of ¢ and let t: D(K) —
D(K) be the automorphism introduced in Theorem @). Let M — M be the
G-covering associated to (.

(1) Suppose that OM is non-empty and and that a = b+ 1. Choose i €
{1,2,...,r} with |u(x;)| = oco. Let A be the (a — 1,a — 1)-matriz with
entries in ZG obtained from the Fox matriz F' by deleting the i-th column
and then applying the homomorphism My_1 q—1(Z7) = My—1,4-1(ZG) in-
duced by p: ™ — G.

Then bg)(M;N(G)) vanishes for all n > 0 if and only if we have
dimprq) (ker(ra: N(G)*™' — N(G)*Y)) = 0. If this is the case, then
(i, @) is an L?-acyclic Atiyah-pair in the sense of Deﬁm'tion and we get

X (M; p, ¢)
= — dimp g (coker(ra: D(K) [u*]* ! — D(K)t[uﬂ]a_l))
+ ¢ o pu(ws)|;

(2) Suppose OM is empty. We make the assumption that the given presen-
tation comes from a Heegaard decomposition as described in [34, Proof
of Theorem 5.1]. Then a = b and there is another set of dual genera-
tors {a,xh, ..., 2.} coming from the Heegaard decomposition as described
in [34, Proof of Theorem 5.1]. Choose i,5 € {1,2,...,a} with |u(x;)| = oo
and |p(z})| = oo. Let A be the (a—1,a —1)-matriz with entries in ZG ob-
tained from the Fox matriz F by deleting the ith column and the jth row and
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then applying the homomorphism My_1,4-1(Z7) = My_1,4-1(ZG) induced
by pu: m— G.

Then bg)(M;N(G)) vanishes for all n > 0 if and only if we have
dimprq) (ker(ra: N(G)*~1 — N(G)*™Y)) = 0. If this is the case, then
(u, @) is an L*-acyclic Atiyah-pair and we get

X (M; p, ¢)
= —dimp k) (coker(rA: D(K) [u*]* ! — D(K)t[uil]ail))

+ |¢ o p(i)| + |p o p(xh)].

Proof. We only treat the case, where OM is empty, and leave it to the reader to
figure out the details for the case of a non-empty boundary using the proof of [31]
Theorem 2.4].

From [34, Proof of Theorem 5.1] we obtain a compact 3-dimensional CW-
complex X together with a homotopy equivalence f: X — M and a set of gen-
erators {z},...,2}} such that the ZG-chain complex C,(X) of X looks like

/e P LN 71u(z)1 @ZG “(F) @ZG Z1H(Jm1)1 ZG,

where p(F') is the image of F' under the map M, o(Z7) — M, o(ZG) induced by u
and X — X is the pullback of M — M with f.

For ¢ € G with g # 1 let D(g). be the 1-dimensional ZG-chain complexes
which has as first differential r,_,: ZG — ZG. Since g generates an infinite cyclic
subgroup of G, we conclude bg?)(N(G) ®za D(9)s) = 0 for n > 0 from |
Lemma 1.24 (4) on page 30 and Lemma 1.34 (1) on page 35]. Theorem [3.6] .
and Lemma imply

(5.2) XD (N(K) @z i"Du(9)) = |o(g)l-

There is a surjective ZG-chain map p,: Cy(X) — ¥2D(u(x))« which is the identity
in degree 3 and the projection onto the summand corresponding to j in degree 2, and
an injective ZG-chain map 4.: D(u(z;))« — C«(X) which is the identity in degree
0 and the inclusion to the summand corresponding to ¢ in degree 1. Let P, be the
kernel of p, and let @, be the cokernel of the injective map j.: D(u(x1)). — P
induced by i.: D(u(z1))s — Cu(X). Then Q. is concentrated in dimensions 1
and 2 and its second differential is r4: ZG*~ ! — ZG*'. We conclude from the
long exact homology sequence of a short exact sequence of Hilbert A(G)-chain
complexes, the homotopy invariance of L?-Betti numbers and the additivity of the
von Neumann dimension

42 (XN (6)) = {dimN(G) (ler(ras NG)™™ 2 M(G)™1)) ifn = L2

0 otherwise.

This shows that bg)(ﬂ;/\/ (G@)) vanishes for all n > 0 if and only if we have
dimp(q) (ker(ra: N(G)*~t — N(G)*™1))) = 0.

Suppose that this is the case. Then (u, ) is an L?-acyclic Atiyah-pair. We
conclude from Theorem that r4: D(G)*1 — D(G)*! is injective and hence
ra: D(K)i[ut!]*! = D(K);[u*!]*"! is injective and

(53) X N(K) @2 i°Qn)
= dimp ) (coker (raz D(K)[u™!]*~" = D(K)[u*']*71)).

We get from Lemma and the chain complex version of [32, Theorem 6.80 (2) on
page 277] applied to the short exact sequences of A/(K)-chain complexes obtained
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by applying N (K) Qzk i*— to the short exact sequences of ZG-chain complexes
0= P, = Cu(X) = 22D (u(z}))« = 0 and 0 — D(pu(x1))s = P = Q2 — 0

X (A p, 9)

= @ (NV(K) @zk i*C.(X))

AWN(K) @21 i* Q) + XPNV(K) @z i D(pu(x))«)
XD V(K) @z " D(u(x:)).)

and — dimp ) (coker(ra: D(K)[u™']*"" = D(K)[u*']*"1))

+lo o p(w:) +|¢ o p(af)]-

X
X

This finishes the proof of Theorem U
Lemma 5.4. (1) Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Consider an infinite

group G and a G-covering M — M. Then we get b2 (M;N(G)) =0 for
alln >0 if by(M;N(G)) = 1;
(2) If M is an admissible 3-manifold, then we get bg)(M;N(w)) = 0 for all
n > 0.
Proof. Since G is infinite, we have béQ)(M;N(G)) = 0 by [32 Theorem 1.35 (8)
on page 38]. Using Poincaré duality in the closed case, see [32, Theorem 1.35 (3)
on page 37] we conclude b2 (M; N (G)) = 0 for m > 3. Since x(M) = 0, we get
b2 (AN (G)) = 082 (M, N(G)). Hence the assumption b2 (37; V'(G)) = 0 implies
that we have b2 (M; N (G)) = 0 for all m > 0.
This follows from [29, Theorem 0.1]. O
Theorem 5.5 (The (u, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic in terms of the first homology).

Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Let G be a torsion-free group which satisfies
the Atiyah Conjecture. Consider group homomorphisms u: ©# — G and ¢: G — Z.

Let K be the kernel of ¢ and i: K — G be the inclusion. Let t: D(K) =N D(K)
be the automorphism introduced in Theorem . Assume that ¢ is surjective,
¢ oy is not trivial, and the intersection im(u) Nker(¢) is not trivial. Suppose that

ng)(M; N(G)) = 0 holds for the G-covering M — M associated to . Then:
(1) The pair (u,¢) is an L*-acyclic Atiyah-pair;
(2) We have
X . 9) = =0 (I DN (K))
= — dimp () (Hi (D(K)e[u™!] @26 Ci(M))).
In particular X(Q)(M; W, @) is an integer > 0. Moreover, we have for m # 1
Hpp (D(K)i[u*!] @26 C.(M)) = 0,
and

V2 (@ MN(K)) = dimpg) (Hp (DK)i[ut!] @26 C.(M))) = 0.
Proof. This follows from Lemma (.
Consider any presentation

™ = <1‘17$2,...,$a ‘ Rl,RQ,...,Rb>
of m. We want to modify it to another presentation
™ = <&'\17L/L‘\27...,§a ‘ Rl,R27...7Rg>

by a sequence of Nielsen transformations, i.e., we replace the ordered set of gen-
erators T1,2,...,%q DY To(1),To(2)s---5To(a) fOr a permutation o € S, or we
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replace T1,X2y...,2q by T1,X2,Ti—-1, .’13?.731‘, Lidly ey Tj—1,Lj, Tj41y---,Lq for some
integers i, j, k with 1 <4 < j < a, and change the relations accordingly, such that
w(Z1) # 0 and ¢(Z1) = 0 holds, provided that ¢ is surjective and im(¢) N ker(¢)
is non-trivial. We use induction over n = [{i € {1,2,...,a} | p(z;) # 0}]. The
induction beginning n = 0,1 is obvious since the case n = 0 cannot occur, since
¢ou #0 and ¢ is surjective, and in the case n = 1 we must have ¢ o pu(z;) = 0
for the only index ¢ with p(z;) # 0, since im(u) N ker(¢) # {0}. The induc-
tion step from (n — 1) to n > 2 is done as follows. We use subinduction over
m = min{|p(z;)| | ¢ = 1,2,...,a,u(x;) # 0}. If m = 0, then p(z;) # 0 and
¢(z;) = 0 for some i € {1,2,...,a}, and we can achieve our goal by enumer-
ation. The induction step from (m — 1) to m > 1 is done as follows. Choose
Jj€{1,2,...,a} such that u(z;) # 0 and ¢(z;) = m. Since n > 2, there must be
an index 7 € {1,2,...,a} with ¢ # j and u(x;) # 0. By changing the enumeration
we can arrange ¢ < j. Choose integers k,! with 0 <! < m and ¢(z;) = k- ¢(z;) +1.
If we replace z; by z; - xj_k and leave the other elements in {x1,x9,...,2,} fixed,
we get a new set of generators which is part of a finite presentation with a gener-
ators and b relations of w for which the induction hypothesis applies since either
w(x; - xj_k) = 0 holds or we have u(z; x;k) # 0 and |¢(x; - acj_k)| =l<m-1.

We have the following equations in Zm for v € Zm and integers 1, j, k with
1<i<j<aandk>1:

k—1
rI?m_l(u) = u(x?mi—l) = ux?(mi—l)—l—u(ajf—l) = ux?(mi—l)—l—u (Z xé) (z;—1)
=0

k—1 k—1
= ux?(a:z 1)+ <Z uxé) (xy—1) = rli_l(ua:;?) — T -1 <Z um3> )
i=0 i=0

and

k-1 k-1
= ux]_k(alcz -1) - (Z uxé_k> (xj—1)= rxi_l(uasj_k) — g1 (Z uxé_k> .
i=0 i=0

This implies that we can find Zzr-isomorphisms f; : Z7% — Zn® and fo: Zn® — Zn®
such that the following diagrams commute

Zr?

K
f1|= Zi Zi fa
/ xz

Vi

IR

ﬂ.a

Now we proceed as in the proof of Theorem , explaining only the case where
the boundary is empty. There we have we constructed a compact 3-dimensional
CW-complex X together with a homotopy equivalence f: X — M and set of
generators {z1,...,z,} and {z,... 2/} such that the ZG-chain complex C,(X)
of X looks like

15 Tu(al)—1 - Tu(F) - DB e —1
76 —— @ZG — EBZG — > 7G.
i=1 =1
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Applying the construction above yields new set of generators {Z1,...,Z,} and
{@1, ..., @} such that |u(Z1)| = |u(@})| = oo and ¢ o u(z1) = ¢ o p(@}) = 0
and we can find a matrix B € M, ,(ZG) and isomorphisms f, and f; making the
following diagram of ZG-modules commute.

Hj:l Tu(al)—1 T (F) D w1

72G —— @i, ZG b, 2G —————— ZG

[id qufz &lfl Lid

7G - ®;_,ZG ®;_ | ZG 7.G
G=1Tu@)—1 D1 ru@H-1

Now proceed as in the proof of Theorem using the chain complex given by
the lower row instead of the chain complex given by the upper row in the diagram
above. If A is the square matrix over ZG obtained from B by deleting the first
row and the first column and then applying the ring homomorphism Znr — ZG
induced by p to each entry, then A is invertible over D(G) and we get because of

¢ o u(@1) = pop(x)) = 0 and Lemma [L]
X (M, ¢) = — dimp(y (coker (r4: D(K)[u™]*"! — D(K)[u*']"71))
= dimD(K) (Hl (D(K)t[u:tl] Rza O* (M))),

and

0 = dimp(x) (ker(rA: D(K)t[ujﬂ]a_1 — D(K)t[uil}a_l)).
= dimp(x) (Ha (D(K):[u*"] ®z¢ C.(M))),
and
0 = dimp ) (Hm (D(K)t[uil] ®zc C(M)))  form #1,2.
We conclude from Theorem [3.6| m forallm >0

b2 (i*M; N (K)) = dimp gy (Hm (D(K)i[u*!] @26 C.(M))).
This finishes the proof of Theorem O

In view of Lemma [2.8] ([2), the next example covers the case im(u) Nker(¢) = {1}
which is not treated in Theorem 5.5

Example 5.6 (Infinite cyclic covering). Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Con-
sider an epimorphism p: m — Z and a non-trivial homomorphism ¢: Z — Z. Let k
be the index of im(¢) in Z. Let M — M be the infinite cyclic covering associated
to u.

Then (i, ¢) is an L2-acyclic pair if and only if b§2)(M;N(Z)) = 0. This follows
from Lemma and the fact that 7Z satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture by Theo-
rem [3.2] - .

Suppose b (M N(Z)) = 0. Lemma Lemma and Theorem m

) =
imply that dlmQ( »(M;Q)) < oo holds for n > 0 and we get
(5.7) X (M, ¢) = k- x(M).
Next we show

65:5) (D) - {1—dimQ< (TQ) oM £

2 — dimg(H, (M;Q)) if OM = 0.
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Since H,,(M;Q) = 0 for n > 3 holds because M is a non-compact 3-manifold, this
will follow if we can show
0 ifOM #0;

dimg(H2(M;Q)) = {@ if OM = .

We begin with the case that M has non-empty boundary. Then M is homotopy
equivalent to a 2-dimensional complex X. Since Hy(M;Q) gz H2(X;Q) is a
Q[Z]-submodule of the free Q[Z]-module C(X) ®z Q for the pull back X — X of
M — M with a homotopy equivalence X — M, the Q[Z]-module Hy(M;Q) is free.
Since dimg(Hz2(M;Q)) < oo holds, this implies Ha(M;Q) = 0.

Now suppose that OM is empty. Then we get a Poincaré Zm-chain homotopy
equivalence of Zm-chain complexes Homg, (Cs_. (M), Zx) — C,(M). It induces a
Q[Z]-chain homotopy equivalence Homgz(Q @z Cs—.(M),Q[Z]) — Q ®z C.(M)
and hence a Q[Z]-isomorphism

H' (Homgz)(Q @7 Cs—.(M),Q|Z])) = Hy(M).

Since Q[Z][ is a principal ideal domain, we get from the Universal Coefficient The-
orem for cohomology an exact sequence of Q[Z]-modules

0 — Extgyg (Ho(C.(M)), Q[Z])) — H' (Homgz)(Q ®z Cs_..(M

), Q[Z]))
— Homgyz) (H1(M;Q),

Q[z]) — 0.
0

From dimg(H;(M;Q)) < oo, we conclude Homgyz (Hi(M; Q) Qz
Ho(C,(M)) is the trivial Q[Z]- module Q, we conclude that EXtQ[ Z| (Ho
is the trivial Q[Z]-module Q and (5.8)) follows.

]

. Since
)

) =
(C.(3M)),Q[zZ))

6. EQUALITY OF (p, ¢)-L?-EULER CHARACTERISTIC AND THE THURSTON NORM

The section is devoted to the proof of Theorem[0.4] which needs some preparation.

For the remainder of this section G is a torsion-free group satisfying the Atiyah
Conjecture, H is a finitely generated abelian group and v: G — H a surjective
group homomorphism.

6.1. The non-commutative Newton polytope. Choose a set-theoretic section
s of v, i.e., a map of sets s: H — G with v o s = idy. Notice that we do not
require that s is a group homomorphism. Let K, be the kernel of v. Then K,
also satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture by Theorem (1), and D(K,) and D(G)
are skew fields by Theorem . There are obvious inclusions ZK, C ZG and
D(K,) C D(G) coming from the inclusion j: K, — G. Let ¢: H — aut(D(K,))
be the map sending h to the automorphisms ¢(h): D(K,) N D(K,) induced by
the conjugation automorphism K, — K,, k + s(h) - k- s(h)~!. Define c: H —
aut(ZK,) analogously. Define 7: H x H — (ZK,)* and 7: H x H — D(K,)*
by sending (h,h’) to s(h) - s(h') - s(hh')~!. Let ZK, *s H and D(K,) *s H be
the crossed product rings associated to the pair (¢, 7). Elements in ZK, s H and
D(K,) *s H respectively are finite formal sums ), . x4 - h for z; in ZK, and
D(K,) respectively. Addition is given by adding the coefficients. Multiplication is
given by the formula

( Say, - h) : ( S yn - h) =3 ( > xh’ch’(yh”)T(h/7hN)) ~h.

heH heH heH ~ p' n'ecH,
h'h''=h

This multiplication is uniquely determined by the properties h - x = ¢(h)(z) - h for
z in ZK, and D(K,) respectively, and h - h' = 7(h,h') - (Rh') for h,h' € H. We
obtain an isomorphism of rings
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JiiZK, xs H = ZG, Z Th-h — th-s(h),
heH heH
see [32, Example 10.53 on page 396], and an injective ring homomorphism

js: D(K,) *s H = D(G), Y ap-h e > ap-s(h).
heH heH
Moreover, the set T of non-trivial elements in D(K, ) H satisfies the Ore condition
and js induces an isomorphism of skew fields
(6.1) Jo: TYD(K,) *s H) = D(G).
This is proved for F' = C in [32) Lemma 10.68 on page 403], the proof carries over
for any field F' with Q C F' C C.

Fix an element w =, -, o5, - h in D(K,) xs H with u # 0. Now we introduce a
non-commutative analogue of the Newton polytope. A polytope in a finite dimen-
sional real vector space is a subset which is the convex hull of a finite subset. An ele-
ment p in a polytope is called extreme if the implication p = L 4+%L = q1 = q2 = p
holds for all elements g; and g2 in the polytope. Denote by Ext(P) the set of ex-
treme points of P. If P is the convex hull of the finite set S, then Ext(P) C S and
P is the convex hull of Ext(P). The Minkowski sum of two polytopes P, and P is
defined to be the polytope

P+ Py :={p1 +p2|p1 € P1,p € Po}.
It is the convex hull of the set {p; + p2 | p1 € Ext(Py),p2 € Ext(P)}. Define the
non-commutative Newton polytope of u
(6.2) Plu) CR®z H

to be the polytope given by the convex hull of the finite set {1 ® h | xp # 0}. The
definition of P(u) is independent of the choice of the section s by the following
argument. Consider two set-theoretic sections s and s’ of v: G — H. Then we get
foru € D(K,) *s H and v € D(K,) x¢ H

(6.3) Jsw) = jo(u') = Plu;s) = P(u';5)
by the following argument. If we write uw =3, .y zp-hand v’ =, yn-h, then
jo(uw) = jo (') implies
w=xp-h = (yn-s(h)s(h)™")h,
heH heH

and hence xp # 0 & yp, # 0.
The following lemma is well-known in the commutative setting and we explain
its proof since we could not find a reference for it in the literature.

Lemma 6.4. For u,v € D(K,) *s H with u,v # 0, we have
P(uv) = P(u) + P(v).

Proof. Consider an extreme point p € P(u;s) + P(v;s). Then we can find points
g1 € P(u;s) and g2 € P(v;s) with p = ¢ + ¢2. We want to show that ¢; and ¢o
are extreme. Consider ¢}, ¢ € P(u;s) and ¢}, qy € P(v;s) with ¢1 = (¢} + qf)/2
and g2 = (g5 + ¢1)/2. Then (¢} + ¢3), (@i + a3), (91 + ¢3), and (¢f + ¢3) belong to
P(u; s) + P(v; s) and satisfy
aita @ tae At o ta
2 T2 T Tz T
Since p € P(u; s) + P(v; s) is extreme, we conclude ¢} + ¢4 = ¢} +¢4 and ¢f + ¢4 =
gy +q4. If we subtract the second equation from the first, we obtain ¢4 — ¢4 = ¢4 — ¢}

p:
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and hence ¢4 = ¢4. This implies also ¢j = ¢f. This shows that ¢; € P(u;s) and
g2 € P(v;s) are extreme.

Suppose that we have other points ¢; € P(u;s) and ¢5 € P(v;s) with p = q] +¢5.
Then ¢ + ¢4 and ¢} + g2 belong to P(u;s) + P(v; s) and satisfy p = % + qi%.
Since p is extreme, this implies p = ¢1 + ¢4 = ¢} + ¢2. Since we also have p =
q1 + g2 = q1 + ¢4, we conclude g1 = ¢} and g2 = ¢b.

Now write w = Y ey 2n-h, v =2, cyyn-h, and uv = Y7,y zp - h. Since
p € P(u;s) + P(v;s) is extreme, there is h € H with p = 1 ® h. If we write
p=q + ¢ for g1 € P(u;s) and ¢go € P(v;s), then we have already seen that ¢;
and g9 are extreme and hence there are hi,hys € H with ¢t =1 ® h1, o = 1 ® ho,
zn, 7 0 and yp, # 0. The equation p = g1 + g2 implies h = h; + hy. Now consider
elements hy, hy € H with h = b + h, zj; # 0 and yp,, # 0. Put ¢; = 1® h} and
¢5 =1® hy. Then ¢ € P(u;s) and ¢5 € P(v;s) and we have p = ¢} + ¢5. We
have already explained that this implies ¢1 = ¢} and g2 = ¢4 and hence hy = h)
and ho = hb. Therefore we get zp, = xp, c(h1)(yny)7(h1, he). Since zp,, and yp, are
non-trivial, we conclude z;, # 0 and hence p € P(uwv; s). Hence every extreme point
in P(u;s) + P(v;s) belongs to P(uv; s) which implies P(u;s) + P(v;s) C P(uv; s).

One easily checks that any point of the shape 1 ® h for z, # 0 belongs to
P(u; s) + P(v;s) since zp, # 0 implies the existence of hy and hy with zp,,yn, # 0
and h = hy + ha. We conclude P(uv;s) C P(u;s)+ P(v;s). This finishes the proof
of Lemma [6.41 O

6.2. The polytope homomorphism. We obtain a finite dimensional real vector
space R ®z H. An integral polytope in R ®z H is a polytope such that Ext(P)
is contained in H, where we consider H as a lattice in R ®7 H by the standard
embedding H — R®z H, h — 1®h. The Minkowski sum of two integral polytopes
is again an integral polytope. Hence the integral polytopes form an abelian monoid
under the Minkowski sum with the integral polytope {0} as neutral element.

Definition 6.5 (Grothendieck group of integral polytopes). Let Pz(H) be the
abelian group given by the Grothendieck construction applied to the abelian monoid
of integral polytopes in R ®7z H under the Minkowski sum.

Notice that for polytopes Py, P, and @ in a finite dimensional real vector space
we have the implication Py + @Q = P, + Q = Py = Py, see [37, Lemma 2|. Hence
elements in Pz(H) are given by formal differences [P] — [Q] for integral polytopes
P and Q in R®z H and we have [PQ] — [QQ] = [Pl] — [Ql] < P0—|—Q1 =P1+Q0.

The polytope group Pz(H) is a free abelian group by Funke [17].

In the sequel we denote by Gapel the abelianization G/[G,G] of a group G.
Define the polytope homomorphism for a surjective homomorphism v: G — H onto
a finitely generated free abelian group H

(6.6) P,: D(G)Y,q — Pz(H).

as follows. Choose a set-theoretic section s of v. Consider an element z € D(G) with
2 # 0. Choose u,v € D(K,) s H) such that j,(uv—') = z, where the isomorphism
j» has been introduced in (6.1). Then we define the image of the class [z] in D(G)
represented by z under P/, to be [P(u)] — [P(v)].

We have to show that this is independent of the choices of s,u and v. Suppose that
we have another set-theoretic section s': H — G of v and v',v' € D(K,) *s H with
W', v' # 0 and z = jo (W'v'"1). Choose u”,v" € D(K,) *y H with jg(u) = jy (u")
and j,(v) = jo (v"). From jy(uv=1) = z = j (u'v/~1) we conclude u/v/'~! = u/v"~!
in T~'D(K,) *s H. Hence there exist w',w” € D(K,) *y¢ H with w',w” # 0,



L?-EULER CHARACTERISTICS AND THE THURSTON NORM 31

w'w' = u"w” and v'w' = v"w"”. We conclude

(u”)

(") + P(w") — P(w'") — P(v") — P(w") + P(w")

Pu'w") — P(w') — P(v"w") + P(w")
(W'w') — P(w") — P(v'w') + P(w)

P(')+ Pw') — P(w') — P(v') — P(w') + P(w)

= P — P(v).

Hence P,: D(G)* — Pz(H) is well-defined. We conclude from Lemma [6.4] that P,
is a homomorphism of abelian groups.

Lemma

Lemma

6.3. Semi-norms and matrices over D(Kso,);[u™!]. Let P C R ®z H be a
polytope. It defines a seminorm on Homy(H,R) = Homg(R ®z H,R) by

(6.7) l¢llp = 3sup{o(po) — d(p1) | po,p1 € P}.

It is compatible with the Minkowski sum, namely, for two integral polytopes P, Q C
R ®7z H we have

(6.8) [¢lpre = l¢lp +lI9le-
Put

(6.9) SN(H):={f: Homz(H;R) — R | there exists integral polytopes
Pand Q in R®y H with f = || Hp — || ||Q}

This becomes an abelian group by (f —g)(¢) = f(¢) — g(¢) because of (6.8). Again
because of we obtain an epimorphism of abelian groups

(6.10) sn: P27Wh(H) — SN(H)
by sending [P] — [Q)] for two polytopes P,Q C R ®z H to the function
Homz(H,R) = R, ¢~ [¢llp — [9llq-

Consider any finitely generated abelian group H and group homomorphisms
v: G — H and ¢: H — Z such that ¢ is surjective. Define a homomorphism
P’ sn ev
(6.11) Dyy: D(G) )y —= Po(H) ™5 SN(H) —% R
to be the composite of the homomorphism defined in and (6.10) and the

evaluation homomorphism ev.

Lemma 6.12. Consider finitely generated free abelian groups H and H' and sur-
jective group homomorphisms v: G — H, w: H — H' and a group homomorphism
t: H — Z. Then we get the following equality of homomorphisms D(G)},; — R

Dy pow = Duwovp-

Proof. Choose a set-theoretic section s: H — G of v and a set-theoretic section
t: H — H of w. Then sot: H — G is a set-theoretic section of wov: G — H’.
Let K, C G be the kernel of v, K., C G be the kernel of wor and K, C H be
the kernel of w. Let k: K,, — K, be the inclusion. We obtain an exact sequence

V|Kwou

0— K, LN Koo —=% K, — 0 of groups such that K, is finitely generated free
abelian. The section s induces a section s|k,.,: Ko» — Kuop of w|k Koop —

wov wov *
wov

K,. We also have the exact sequence 0 — Ko, LG 2% g - 0 for | the
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inclusion and the set-theoretic section s ot of wov. Thus we get isomorphisms of
skew fields
Jo: TT'D(K,) %4 H (G);
Kol : TTID(K,) %4, Ko D(Kpor);
L T'D(Kyow) %5t H = D(G),

where T~! always indicates the Ore localization with respect to the non-trivial
elements. Consider u =, .z -h in D(K,) s H. For h' € H' define an element
in D(K,) #g),., K. by

wp = Z (l’h-t(h') -s(h- t(h’)) - S0 t(h’)fl . s(h)*l) - h.

heK,,

It is well-defined since s(h-t(h'))-sot(h')~1-s(h)~! € K, holds. Define an element
in D(Kyop) *s0t H' by
v= Z Kslier,, (unr) - .

h'eH’

Lo Jw
)

Then we compute in D(G)

Jw) = Yanesh) = 3 3 wns(h)

heH h'€H'hew—1(h')

= S (X mestser) ) ser)
WEH \ hew—1(h')

5 (3 o st st ) st
h'’eH’ \heK,

= Z ( Z (Thotnry - s(h-t(h')) - s0 t(n')~t- s(h)_l) . s(h)) ~sot(h)
h'’€eH’' \heK,

S R () s o () = f( 3 kjk;)(uh,).hf) — ).
h'eH' h'eH’

Obviously we get for b’ € H'
up # 0 < Ih € wH(R') with x, # 0.
This implies

sup{y)(h') —(K') | W', k" € H',up # 0,ups # 0}
=sup{pow(h) —pow(k) | h,k € Hyzp # 0,z # 0}.

Hence we get for the element z € D(G) given by z = j,(u) = lAt(v)

Disers(2) = Dypo(2):
Since Doy, and D, o, are homomorphisms, Lemma follows. O

Recall from Theorem that D(G) is the Ore localization of with re-
spect to the set of non-zero elements of the ring D(K o, )¢ [u*!] of twisted Laurent
polynomials in the variable v with coefficients in the skew-field D(K 4o, ). Hence
D(K poy, )i [ut1] is contained in D(G) and we can consider for any @ € D(K o, )¢ [ut!]
with z # 0 its image D, 4([z]) € R under the homomorphism D, 4 defined in (6.11)).

Lemma 6.13. Consider an element © € D(K po, )¢[u™!] with x # 0.
Then

Dy 4([z]) = 3 deg(x),
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where deg(x) has been defined to be ki — k_ if we write x = ZZ;,L Zp - uF with
Zk?+ b) Zk;7 7é O'

Proof. Recall that D(K 4o, ):[u!] does depend on a choice of a preimage of 1 under
¢ ov: G — Z which is the same as a choice of a group homomorphism ¢: Z — G
with ¢ ov ot =idy. Choose a set theoretic map s: H — G with v os = idyg. One
easily checks that D(K o, ):[u™?] agrees with D(K yo,, ) *; Z. We conclude D, 4(z) =
Dyog id,(x) from Lemma Now one easily checks Dgoy,ia,(z) = 3 - deg(z) by

k

inspecting the definitions, since for a polynomial ZZL . Zku” in one variable u with

2k_, 2k, 7 0 its Newton polytop is the interval [k_, k] C R. (The factor 1/2 comes
from the factor 1/2 in (6.7)).) O

There is a Dieudonné determinant for invertible matrices over a skew field D
which takes values in the abelianization of the group of units D}} ., and induces an
isomorphism, see [41, Corollary 4.3 in page 133]

(6.14) detp: K1(D) = DX

The inverse

o

(6.15) Jp: D}, — Ki(D)
sends the class of a unit in D to the class of the corresponding (1, 1)-matrix.

Lemma 6.16. Let A € D(Kyo,)i[u™!] be a matriz which becomes invertible over
D(G). Then the composite of the homomorphisms defined in (6.11) and (6.14))

Ki(D(G)) 222 D(G) %, 225 R

sends the class [A] € K1(D(Q)) of A to
%dimD(qu) (coker(rA: D(K(z,o,,)t[uil]" — D(K¢oy)t[ui1]")).

Proof. The twisted polynomial ring D(K o, ):[u] has a Euclidean function given
by the degree and hence there is a Euclidean algorithm with respect to it. This
algorithm allows to transform A to a diagonal matrix over D(K 4o, ):[u™?] by the
following operations
(1) Permute rows or columns;
(2) Multiply a row on the right or a column on the left with an element of the
shape yu"™ for some y € D(K4o,) with y # 0 and m € Z;
(3) Add a right D(K o, )¢[uT!]-multiple of a row to another row and analo-
gously for columns;

These operations change the class [A] of A in K1 (D(G)) by adding an element of the

shape Jp(g) ([yu™]) for y € D(Kyo,) with y # 0 and m € Z for the homomorphism
Jp(c) of (6.15). Moreover, they do not change the kernel of the cokernel of r 4 since

yu™ is unit in D(K oy )i[ut?]. Since D, 4[yu™]) = 0 follows from Lemma it
suffices to treat the special case, where A is a diagonal matrix over D(K o, )¢ [u™!]
with non-trivial entries on the diagonal.
Let = be the product of the diagonal entries of the diagonal matrix A. We get
in D(G);bel
detp(ayx ([4]) = [z].
Using the obvious exact sequence for D(G)-maps f1: My — M; and fo: My — Ms

0 — ker(f1) — ker(faof1) — ker(f2) — coker(f1) — coker(faof1) — coker(fs) — 0,
we conclude

dimpg,.,)(coker(ra)) = dimp g, ., (coker(r, : D(G) = D(G))).
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We conclude from Lemma B3] and Lemma [6.13]
+dimpg,.,)(coker(r,)) = %deg(x) = D, y([z]) = Dygo detp)([A)).
This finishes the proof of Lemma [6.16 (]

Lemma 6.17. Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Let G be a torsion-free group
which satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. Consider any factorization = £ G %
H,(M); of the canonical projection m — Hq1(M) ;. Assume that bﬁz) (M;N(G)) =0
holds for the G-covering M — M associated to fu.

Then there exist two seminorms s; and sy on H'(M;R) such that we get for
every ¢ € H'(M;Z) = Homg(H,(M); Z)

XD (M;p,dpov) = s1(d) — s2().

Proof. We treat only the case, where OM is non-empty, the case of empty OM
is completely analogous. Let z1,22,...,z, be the element in G and A be the
(a — 1,a — 1)-matrix over ZG appearing Theorem (I). (Notice that they are
independent of ¢.) We conclude from Theorem (1)) that for any surjective group
homomorphism ¢: G — Z we have

X (M; ) = [pov o p(a)
— dimp (g, (coker(ra: D(K por )e[u™]" = D(Kpop )t [u™]")).
Choose two seminorms s; and sg such that the image of the class 2-[A] in Ky (M (G))
under the composite

detpg)
—2

P, sn
K1(D(G)) D(G)aper = Pe(Hy(M)g) = SN (H1(M)y)
is 1 — s2. We get from the definitions that for any surjective group homomorphism

d
¢: G — Z the image of 2-[A] under the composite K;(D(G)) ) D(G)Nel Dus,
R equals s1(¢) — s2(¢). We conclude from Lemma

XB(M; p, 6) = 51(8) + | o v 0 u(si)] — 52(9),
provided that ¢ is surjective. We conclude from Lemma that the last equation
holds for every group homomorphism ¢: G — Z. (]

6.4. The quasi-fibered case.

Definition 6.18 (Fibered and quasi-fibered). Let M be a 3-manifold and consider
an element ¢ € H'(M;Q). We say that ¢ is fibered if there exists a locally trivial
fiber bundle p: M — S and k € Q, k > 0 such that the induced map p,: m (M) —
71(S?) = Z coincides with k - ¢. We call an element ¢ € H*(M;R) quasi-fibered,
if there exists a sequence of fibered elements ¢, € H'(M;Q) converging to ¢ in
HY(M;R).

Theorem 6.19 (Equality of (11, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic and the Thurston norm
in the quasi-fibered case). Let M be an admissible 3-manifold, which is not homeo-
morphic to S* x D?. Let G be a torsion-free group which satisfies the Atiyah Con-
jecture. Consider any factorization pry,: m (M) £ G % Hy(M); of the canonical
projection pry,. Let ¢: Hi(M); — Z be a quasi-fibered homomorphism.

Then (u, ¢ o v) is an L?-acyclic Atiyah pair and we get

~XB(M;p,pov) = zp(d).

Proof. Choose a sequence of fibered elements ¢,, € H'(M;Q) converging to ¢ in

H'(M;R). For each n choose a locally trivial fiber bundle F,, — M £ §' and an
kn € Q, ky, > 0 such that the induced map (p,,)«: m1 (M) — 71(S*) = Z coincides
with k, - ¢. Since there is a finite covering F,, — F), for a connected surface
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F!, a locally trivially fiber bundle F, — M — S, and M is not homeomorphic
to St x S? or S* x D?  we have x(F!) < 0 and hence x(F,) < 0. We conclude

from (1.4]), Example Theorem , and [30, Theorem 2.1] that (u, ky, - ¢p)
is an L?-acyclic Atiyah-pair for M and

(6'20) - X(Q)(M§ Hy (kn ' (bn) o V) = _X(Fn) = xM(kn . ¢n)

Let s; and sy be the two seminorms appearing in Lemma[6.17] Recall that we have
for every v € H'(M;Z)

(6.21) XB(M;p,pov) = s1(¥) — s2().

Since any seminorm on H'(M;R) is continuous, we get

. . kn N n
oa(6) = Jim s (9n) = lim S2Coe
6£0 lim _X(2) (M§ 122 (k:n . d’n) o V) lim _Sl(kn . d’n) + 52(kn . ¢n)
n—oo kn n—00 kn

(6.21)

= lim —s1(¢n) + 52(¢n) = —s1(0) +52(¢) "= x@(M;p,0). O

6.5. Proof of Theorem [0.4l

Proof of Theorem [0} This is a variation of the proof of [14, Theorem 5.1]. For
the reader’s convenience we give some details here as well.

As explained in [9, Section 10], we conclude from combining [Il 2 28] B5] 36,
44, [45] that there exists a finite regular covering p: N — M such that for any
¢ € H'(M;R) its pullback p*¢ € H'(N;R) is quasi-fibered. Let k be the number
of sheets of p. Let pry: w1 (N) — H1(N); be the canonical projection. Its kernel
is a characteristic subgroup of m(N). The regular finite covering p induces an
injection 71 (p): w1 (N) — m1 (M) such that the image of 71(p) is a normal subgroup
of w1 (M) of finite index. Let I" be the quotient of 71 (M) by the normal subgroup
m1(p)(ker(pry)). Let a: m(M) — T be the projection. Since m(p)(ker(pry))
is contained in the kernel of the canonical projection pry,: m (M) — Hi(M)y
because of Hy(p;Z)s o pryy = prys; o mi(p), there exists precisely one epimorphism
B: T — Hi(M)y satistying pr,; = o a. Moreover, a o m(p) factorizes over pr,,
into an injective homomorphism j: Hqy(M)y — I' with finite cokernel. Hence I is
virtually finitely generated free abelian.

Consider a factorization of a: 7 (M) — T into group homomorphisms 7 (M) £
G 54 T for a group G which satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture. Let G’ be the quotient
of 71 (N) by the normal subgroup 71(p)~!(ker(u)) and p': 71(N) — G’ be the
projection. Since the kernels of /' and of u o 71(p) agree, there is precisely one
injective group homomorphism i: G’ — G satisfying o m1(p) = i o /. The kernel
of 1’ is contained in the kernel of pry : m1(N) — H(IN) since j is injective and we
have jopry = voiou'. Hence there is precisely one group homomorphism v': G’ —
H,(N)y satisfying v/ oy = pry. One easily checks that the following diagram
commutes, and all vertical arrows are injective, the indices [m1 (V) : im(71 (p)] and
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[ : Hi (M Ny] are finite, and ¢/, v' and j are surjective.

Py

Since G satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture, the group G’ satisfies the Atiyah Con-

jecture by Theorem .
Since ker(p) C ker(a) C im(m(p)) holds, we get [G : G'] = k conclude from (1.3)

and from Lemma

7X(2)(M,,UJ,¢ o ﬂ ° l/) _ 7X(2)(N, H;ﬁ,pﬂbo I//);

m(g) = DO

We get from Theorem applied to N, ¢/, v/ and p*¢
—XP (N5 p*por) = zn(p 9).
Hence we get

—XP(M;p,d0Bov) = xa(9).
This finishes the proof of Theorem ([

7. EPIMORPHISM OF FUNDAMENTAL GROUPS AND THE THURSTON NORM

On several occasions we will use the following lemma.

Lemma 7.1. Let G be a torsion-free elementary amenable group. Then the Ore
localization T~*QG for T the set of non-trivial elements in QG exists and agrees
with the skew field D(G). In particular D(G) is flat over QG. Moreover, G satisfies
the Atiyah Conjecture and we get for every finitely generated free QG-chain complex

b2 (N(G) @ge C) = dimpey (Ha(D(G) @ga C.)).

Proof. This follows from Theorem , Theorem and [32, Example 8.16
on page 324 and Lemma 10.16 on page 376]. The proofs there deal only with C,
but carry over without changes to any field F' with Q C F C C. (]

Theorem 7.2. Let G be a group which is residually a locally indicable elementary
amenable group. Let f.: C. — D, be a QG-chain map of finitely generated free
QG-chain complezes. Suppose that idg ®qc f+: Q ®ga Cx = Q ®ga D+ induces an
isomorphism on homology. Then we get for n >0

B2 (N(G) ®ge Cx) = b2 (N(G) ®gc Ds).

Proof. By considering the mapping cone, it suffices to show for a finitely gener-
ated free QG-chain complex C, that bg)(N’ (@) ®ga Cy) vanishes for all n > 0 if
H,(Q ®qgg C4) vanishes for all n > 0.

Since G is residually a torsion-free locally indicable elementary amenable group,
there exists a sequence of epimorphisms G — G, i € N onto torsion-free locally
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indicable elementary amenable groups such that the intersections of the kernels is
trivial. We conclude from [5], [39, Theorem 1.14] or [32] Theorem 13.3 on page 454]

P N(G) 8ge C.) = lim HP(N(G:) ®oa, QG 8ga C.);
Q®ee Cs = Q®qc; QG; ®qe C.

It follows that without loss of generality we can assume that G itself is torsion-free
locally indicable elementary amenable.

There is an involution of rings QG — QG sending > o Ag- g t0 > cAg- 9
In the sequel we equip each C,, with a QG-basis. With respect to this involution
and QG-basis one can define the combinatorial Laplace operator A, : C, — C,
which is the QG-linear map given by ¢,,41 o ¢}, + ¢},_; o0 ¢,—1. Since the augmen-
tation homomorphism QG — Q sending deG - g to deG Ag is compatible
with the involution, idg ®geAr: idg ®gaCn — 1dQ ®qgaCyr is the combinatorial
Laplace operator for Q®ga Ci. We conclude from [32], Lemma 1.18 on page 24 and
Theorem 6.25 on page 249|

B (N(G) ®ge Cu) = dimpe) (ker(idnr ) ®galn));
dimQ(Hn (Q Rqa C*) dimQ(ker(idQ ®QgAn)).
Since G is amenable, we conclude from [32, (6.74) on page 275,]
dimy () (ker(idy () ®ecln)) = dimp(e)(V(G) ®qe ker(An)).

-1

Hence bg)(/\/ (@) ®g¢ C.) vanishes if A, is injective. The injectivity of A,, follows
from the injectivity of idg ®gaAn, by [24, Theorem 1] or [20, Theorem 4.1], since
G is locally indicable. O

Theorem 7.3. Let f: M — N be a map of admissible 3- mam’falds Suppose
that w1 (f) is surjective and f induces an isomorphism H,(f;Q): H,(M;Q) —
H,(N;Q) for n > 0. Suppose that G is residually locally indicable elementary
amenable. Let p: m(N) — G, v: G — H1(N); and ¢: Hi(N); — Z be group
homomorphisms. Let N — N be the G-covering assocwted to u and M — M be
the G-covering associated to po m(f). Suppose that b2 (N N(Q)) vanishes for
n > 0.

Then bg)(M;N(G)) vanishes for n >0, M is (uom (f), ¢ o v)-L%-finite, N is
(u, ¢ o v)-L2-finite and we get

—~XBMipom(f);porv) > —xP(N;p, pov).

Proof. Since a locally indicable group is torsion-free, GG is a residually torsion-free
elementary amenable group and hence satisfies the Atiyah Conjecture by Theo-
rem . Because of Lemma and Theorem we can assume without
loss of generality that u and ¢ o v are epimorphisms. Theorem implies that
bg)(ﬂ; N(G)) vanishes for n > 0. We conclude from Theorem that M is
(pomi(f),¢ov)-L-finite and N is (pu, ¢ o v)-L>-finite.

Since m(f) is surjective and hence the G-map f: M — N induced by f is
1-connected, we get bf) (i*M;N(K)) > b?)(i*w; N(K)) for the inclusion i: K =
ker(¢pov) — G. If povou = 0, we conclude x 2 (M; o (f); pov) = xB(N; u, po
v) = 0 from Lemma and the claim follows. Hence we can assume without
loss of generality that ¢ o v o is not trivial.

We begin with the case im(u) Nker(¢ ov) # {1}. Then also im(p o w1 (f)) N
ker(¢ o v) # {1}. We conclude from Theorem [5.5) -

XA (N pov) = PN N(K));
X (M;pom(f);pov) = < (i M; N (K)).
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and Theorem [T.3] follows.
It remains to treat the case, where im(u) Nker(¢pov) = {1}. Then ¢pov: G - Z
is an injection and hence a bijection, K = {0}, and we get from Example

dimg (H1(M;Q)) —1 if OM # 0;
O(Npy doy) = Q
XD (Nsp g ov) {dimQ(Hl(M;Q))2 it M = 0;
dim, (Hl(N;Q))—l if ON # ;
@ (N Lo ov) = QI
XD WNipom(f),¢ov) {dimQ(Hl(N;Q))—Q if ON = 0

We already have shown bf) (i*N;N(K)) > b?)(i*ﬂ; N(K)) which boils down in
this special case to dimg(H;(M;Q))) > dimg(H:(N;Q))). We conclude from
Hs5(M;Q) = H5(N;Q) that M is empty if and only if ON is empty. This finishes
the proof of Theorem O

Theorem 7.4 (Inequality of the Thurston norm). Let f: M — N be a map of
admissible 3-manifolds which is surjective on m (N) and induces an isomorphism
fur Ho(M;Q) — H,(N;Q) for n > 0. Suppose that 7 (N) is residually locally
indicable elementary amenable. Then we get for any ¢ € H*(N;R) that

rm(f79) > xn(d).

Proof. Since seminorms are continuous and homogeneous it suffices to prove the
statement for all primitive classes ¢ € H'(N;Z) = Hom(m(N),Z). The case
N = S x D? is trivial. Hence we can assume that N # S' x D?. We conclude
from Theorem applied in the case G = 71 (N) and p = idr, ()

—XP(M;m(f),6) = —xP(N;¢)
Theorem implies

ev(pom(f) = —xP(M;m(f), )
and Theorem [0.2] implies that

—XP(N;¢) = 2n(9).
Now Theorem [T.4] follows. O

The following lemma shows that Theorem[7.4]applies in particular if the manifold
N is fibered. Since it is well-known, thus we only provide a sketch of the proof.

Lemma 7.5. The fundamental group of any fibered 3-manifold is residually locally
indicable elementary amenable.

Sketch of proof. Let N be a fibered 3-manifold. Then m;(N) = Z x, I where T
is a free group or a surface group and where ¢: I' — I' is an automorphism. The
derived series of I' is defined by T'®© = T' and inductively by I'(*+1) = [[(%) ()],
Since I is a free group or a surface group, each quotient '™ /T'("+1) is free abelian
and (,-, ™ = {1}.

The subgroups I'™ are characteristic subgroups of I, in particular they are pre-
served by ¢. Thus ¢ descends to an automorphism on I'/T("). It is now straight-
forward to see that the epimorphisms 71(N) =Z xI' = Z x I'/T™ n € N form a
cofinal nested sequence of epimorphisms onto locally indicable elementary amenable
groups. U
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8. THE (p, ¢)-L?>-EULER CHARACTERISTIC AND THE DEGREE OF
NON-COMMUTATIVE ALEXANDER POLYNOMIALS

Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Regard group homomorphisms p: 71 (M) —
G,v:G— Hi(M)yand ¢: Hi(M); — Z such that vop is the projection 7 (M) —
H,(M)s and G is torsion-free elementary amenable. For simplicity we discuss only
the case, where ¢ is surjective. Let M — M be the G-covering associated to
w: (M) — G. Recall the following definition from Harvey [21] which extends
ideas of Cochran [6]. (Actually they consider only certain solvable quotients G
of w1 (M) coming from the rational derived series, but their constructions apply
directly to torsion-free elementary amenable groups.) Let T be the set of non-
trivial elements in ZG. As recorded already in Lemma the Ore localization
T~17ZG is defined and is a skewfield. Define a natural number

(8.1) (M p) == dimp-1z6 (Hn (T7'ZG ®z6 C.(M))).

Let i: K — G be the inclusion of the kernel of the composite pov: G — Z. If T
is the set of non-zero elements in ZK, we can again consider its Ore localization
T—'ZK which is a skew field. We obtain an isomorphism for an appropriate au-
tomorphism t of T1ZK, which comes from the conjugation automorphism of K
associated to a lift of a generator of Z to GG, an isomorphism of skew-fields

o

(8.2) (T7'ZK)[u*'] = T7'ZG.
If ri(M;p, v, @) vanishes for all n > 0, then we can define natural numbers
(8.3) S (M; p, v, ¢) = dimp—rzx (Hy (T ZG ®za Cu(M)).

This construction and the invariants above turn out to be special cases of the
constructions defined in this paper. Namely, K and G satisfy the Atiyah Conjecture
by Theorem , and Lemma shows that we get identifications T71ZK =
D(K) and T~!'ZG = D(G) under which the isomorphism corresponds to
the isomorphism appearing in Theorem . Moreover 1, (M;v) agrees with

bg)(ﬁ; N(G)) by Theorem (). Hence Theorem and Lemma

imply

Theorem 8.4 (The (p, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic and d,,(M, u, v, $)). Let M be an
admissible 3-manifold. Consider group homomorphisms p: m(M) — G, v: G —
Hi(M)¢ and ¢: Hi(M)¢ — Z such that v oy is the projection m (M) — Hi(M)y
and ¢ is surjective.

Then r1(M; i) vanishes if and only if (u, pov) is an L*-Atiyah pair, and in this
case we get

X(2)(M,/J,,¢Ol/) = _6(M7:u7y7¢)

Remark 8.5. Another way of interpreting Theorem is to say that our L2-Euler
characteristic invariant extends the original invariant due to Cochran, Harvey and
the third author [6l, 21} 12] to other coverings, in particular to the universal covering
or to a G-covering for residually torsion-free elementary amenable group G of an
admissible 3-manifold.

The following lemma might also be of independent interest.

Lemma 8.6. Let a: w1 (M) — T be an epimorphism onto a group that is virtually
torsion-free abelian. Then there exists a factorization of a into group homomor-
phisms © £ G 5 T such that G is torsion-free elementary amenable.

Proof. Let a: (M) — T" be an epimorphism onto a group I' that admits a finite
index subgroup F' that is free abelian. After possibly going to the core of F' we can
assume that F'is normal.
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Since a~!(F) is a finite-index subgroup of 71(M) we conclude from [16, Theo-
rem 4.3] that there is a torsion-free elementary amenable group G’ together with
an epimorphism p': w1 (M) — G’ such that ker(u’) C a~1(F). Define the epimor-
phism p: 71 (M) — G to be the projection onto the quotient G = w1 (M )/ (ker(/) N
ker(a)). Obviously there is an epimorphism v: G — I" such that vou = « since « is
by construction the projection from 71 (M) to the quotient I' = 71 (M) / ker(a). It
remains to show that G is torsion-free elementary amenable. We have the obvious
exact sequence

1 — ker(p')/ (ker(p') Nker(a)) = G — G’ — 1.
and obviously « defines an injection
ker(p')/ (ker(p') Nker(a)) < F.

Since F' and G’ are torsion-free elementary amenable, the same is true for G. [

Theorems and and Lemma imply that the non-commutative Reide-
meister torsions of [12] detect the Thurston norm of most 3-manifolds.

Corollary 8.7. Let M be a 3-manifold, which is admissible, see Definition|0.1], is
not a closed graph manifold and is not homeomorphic to S* x D?. Then there is a
torsion-free elementary amenable group G and a factorization pry;: m (M) LR
H,(M)y of the canonical projection pry; into epimorphisms such that for any group
homomorphism ¢: Hi(M); — Z, the pair (u,¢ o v) is an L*-acyclic Atiyah-pair
and we get

S(M; v, ¢) = —XP(Mip,dov) = x(e).

Remark 8.8. The invariant §(M;p,v),¢ of [12] is essentially the same as the
Cochran-Harvey invariant [6, 21], except that Cochran—Harvey only study solvable
quotients of w1 (M). But as pointed out in [6, Example 2.3], in general invariants
coming from solvable quotients do not suffice to detect the knot genus respectively
the Thurston norm. It is necessary to work with the extra flexibility given by
torsion-free elementary amenable groups.

9. THE DEGREE OF THE L2-TORSION FUNCTION

In [33] the ¢-twisted L2-torsion function has been introduced and analyzed for
G-coverings of compact connected manifolds in all dimensions. In the sequel we
will consider only G-coverings M — M of admissible 3-manifolds M for countable
residually finite G. Then all the necessary conditions such as det-L2-acyclicity
for M and the K-theoretic Farrell-Jones Conjecture for (M) are automatically
satisfied and do not have to be discussed anymore. One can assign to the L?-torsion
function by considering its asymptotic behavior at infinity a real number called its
degree and denoted by deg(p(g)(M;u,(b)). If G =m(M)and p = idg (ap, ie.,

for the universal covering M, the equality

deg(p® (M1, ¢)) = zar(do )

was proved by the authors in [I4) Theorem 0.1] and independently by Liu [27].
Actually many more instances of G-coverings are considered in [14] Theorem 5.1],
where this equality holds.

We just mention without proof the following theorem.

Theorem 9.1 (The (u, ¢)-L?-Euler characteristic is a lower bound for the degree
of the L2-torsion function). Let M be an admissible 3-manifold. Let u: m — G be a
homomorphism to a torsion-free, elementary amenable, residually finite, countable
group G and ¢: G = 7Z be a group homomorphism. Let M — M be the G-covering
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associated to p. Suppose bgz)(M;N(G)) = 0. Then (u,¢) is an L*-acyclic Atiyah
pair and we get
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